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21 -day trace reported in Sarajevo 

BELGRADE (R) — Sob, Muslim and Croat leaden speed on a 21-day 
-ceasefire in the battle-tom Bosnian capital Sarajevo on Monday the 
Belgrade-based news agency Tanjug ukL The truce was signed in the 
U.N. headquarters in Sarajevo, Tanjug repotted, Sarajevo has been 
racied by fighting between Serb irregubus badked by the federal army and 
® ioofle alliance of Bosnian Mreflint and Croat Ibices stor e early April. 
MotfUJN. peacekeepers' left Sarajevo last weekend. Tanjug sakl the 
agreement called for the evacuation of federal army barracks in Sarajevo, 
Zenca, Travnik and Konjier — aD in central Bnowa — and the 
uwwdting of all transport routes to enable civilian relief efforts. From 
Tuesday Yugoslav federal troops were to leave the devastated Bosnian 
capital canyiug only their personal weapons, according to the truce 
negotiated by U.N. officials. 
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" King holds talks 

with Major 

I AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
/ *5r ~ Y-t King Hussein Monday met with 

.,"'T ^ British Prime Munster John Ma- 
^ jor and. reviewed with him rela- 
• : , tions between Jordan and the 

II • ■ r-- ij United Kingdom and the Middle 
^ ■■rr.i^^.East peace process and Europe’s 

- 4 -.j Y ^ rote in it, Jordan Television re- 
' Y ^ported. The meeting was 
attended on the Jordanian side by 
■ : V.TY^'t Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 

‘ ■vY^T e:! ‘ U Shaker and Royal Court Chief 
' ;r /!. Khaled A1 Karaki and on the 
'“J*- 5 S’.-- British side by Foreign Secretary 
i Douglas Hind. Their Majesties 
~l "... Y ^P'^ King Hussein and Queen Noor 
: ‘ arrived in London from the 
Hague Friday. 

Israeli pollster says 
coalition likely 

TEL AVIV (R) — A leading 
1 n'iTrirj,; independent pollster said on 
Monday that Israel's Jane 23 
" general election was likely to 
produce a national nnity govern- 
ment. Hanoch Smith told foreign 
aunchoceu journalists. surveys suggested foe 
ca 5 W opposition Labour Party and 
' Vive small left-wing and Arab parties 

could together win dose to 60 of 
• parliament’s 120 seats. But be 

;.j said foe fact that no Israeli gov- 

. TT emment had induded Arab par- 
: • ... ; Y ties increased the likelihood of a 

■ : > .11 ,-j Likud- Labour government simi- 
to those formed after foe 1984 
- : ^ ^ li. taiid 1988 general elections. The 
latest Dahaf poll published on 
. ^ V May 8 gave Labour and foe small 
. V V .; 1 left-wing and Arab parties 63 
seats, LUcud and the. far right 42 
. . 1 . ‘ , X “Y seats, religious parties 13 and the 
•. V-T 1 ? Russian immigrant party two. 

: y ,: * : - Syria urged to give 
medical care to 
, . w-I: Atassi t : “ 

,. v S ,T PARIS (R) — France’s human 
;’T. !- I T 11 rights league urged SyxiaonMob- 
' . Til day to provide medical care to 

"1 l".' 1”“ jailed former President Nourre- 
V 'J~_ dine A1 Atassi who was in a coma 
' for five days last month foDowing 

a heart attack. Mr. Atassi, presi- 
dent of Syria from 1966 until he 
was jailed following the 1970 

-c hail Italia? 00119 by President Hafcz ** 
*5 nan l‘ aiIljt Assad, is one of the world's 

3bOUt abUS& tongest serving political prison- 
ers. The league said be was in 
serious condition. “The human 
. rights league asks the Syrian gov- 
- '■ eminent to take all necessary 

measures for Mr. Atassi to re- 
. ; cove the medical treatment he 
- - needs and urges European gov- 
emments to intervene for foe 
rrJ-'Y release of all political prisoners." 

•7*--- Kuwait cancels 
;-;7 U.S.- run seminar 

KUWAIT (AP) — The Kuwaiti 
j -. -t. government refused permisaon 
-. ■ . r - - ; for a seminar on political cam- 
. . „ r paigns scheduled for Monday by 
■ a private American orgamsation 
linked to foe Republican Party 
. - and endorsed by President 

T George Bufo. “If the government 

wants the international commun- 
.... " Jjy to believe that foe October 

.. Tatections are going to be fair, its 
Y. .*■ certainly strange to prevent tins 
kind of seminar,” said Margaret 
Thompson, spokeswoman for foe 
Drternational Republican Insti- 
tute, in Kuwait from Washington 
to help run foe event. She was 
referring to Knwait’s parliament 
elections, scheduled for October. 
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Riots rage in 
Nigerian city 


" LAGOS (AP) — Battling Christ- 

ians and Muslims set dnrrches 
- - and cars ablaze in northern Kadn- 

ha City Monday, and fou^it riot 
. police who fired tear-gas and 
water cannon but failed to stop 
• them. “The police are out in full 
‘ . f" force and are able to bring the 
: T - situatimi under control," Nige- 
1- Y:-- nan fedexal radio r^oRed. But 
l - -• - ■ V • reporters watched outnumbered 
' k policemen fight running battles 
Y • ■ TV- 1 groups of up to 1,000 rioters 

r » u '■*; aimed with dubs, swords and 
; J '- T r; ; spears. The protesters fled the 
>- r YY ps and water jets, only to reform 

Y- dsewhwe. 

: .. . 

7y 7 India asks 2 Libyan 
: ■; : '7> v diplomats to leave 

7 ' • NEW DELHI (R) — India has 

[. asked two Libyan diplomats to 

Sr j :•* leave as part erf United. Nations 

^ 1 fit*",. Security Council sanctions 

against TripoK over the Locker- 
bomtang. a Foreign Mmistry 
spokesman said on Monday. The 
emphasised that foe 
had been asked to leave 
. > and that they had not been expel- 


Issue of refugees put 
on right track — Anani 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and the 
Palestinians brought international 
attention to the right of the Palesti- 
nians to return to their homes in 
pre-1948 Palestine during the last 
week's meeting in Ottawa on Middle 
East zefaees, the Jordanian delega- 
tion to the conference said Monday. 

Jawad A1 Anani, who returned 
home late Sunday, also said that the 
Arab delegations «*tgnd«iig the meet- 
ings differed with the U.S. on 
whether the issue of the right of 
return should be discussed at the 
multilateral phase of Middle East 
peace talks or at the bilateral rounds. 

In Ottawa, Dr. Anani told repor- 
ters that the U.S. State Department 
bad sent a message saying the issue 
should be discussed in the bilateral 
talks, bat that Jordan insisted that it 
be induded in the deliberations of the 
working group on refngees, which is 
part of the multilateral phase. 

“The U.S. bis a responsibility to 
stand up to its position as an honest 
broker,” Dr. Anani told the Jordan 
Times Monday. “We hope it would 
continue to uphold its position.” • 

“The issue of the Palestinians* right 
of return was pat on the right track 
and perspective” in Ottawa, Dr. Ana- 
ni said. 

The Jordanian and Palestinian 
attendance at the meeting showed 
that they “are serious about the peace 
p roce s s.” 

Israel, winch stayed away, “cannot 
.govern the workings of the interna- 
tional community by proxy,” Dr. 
Anani said. “They must be present if 
they want to express their opinion." 

Dr. Anani, in comments carried by 
the Jordan News Agency,: Petra, de- 
scribed the Ottawa meeting as frank 
and serious and said the Jordanian 


and Palestinian delegations main- 
tained fiifl coordination of positions 
between themselves and with other 
Arab delegations attending the con- 
ference. 

Israel, objecting to tire presence of 
diaspora Palestinians, stayed away 
from the meeting. Syria and Lebanon 
also boycotted the talks saying it was 
not worth attending such meetings 
while little progress was achieved on 
the bilateral level. 

Dr. Anani said that the Arab de- 
legations succeeded in transforming 
die whole topic from a humanitarian 
.issue into a political subject. The 
Palestinian delegation’s address to 
die meeting was fully supported by 
the participants. Dr. Anani noted. 

He said that the meeting voiced 
apprec ia tion of the Jordanian posi- 
tron in view of its treatment of the 
refugees in a manner that safe- 
guarded their political rights and their 
natural and legal aspirations to an 
independent state in their own home- 
land. 

The Jordanian and Palestinian de- 
legations, he said, insisted that any 
talk about the refugees’ future take 
place within the political frame w ork , 
noting that U.N. Security Council 
194, which provides for the refugees' 
right of return, should serve as the 
banc groundwork of the working 
group on the refugees. 

Hie participants in the working 
group agreed that a programme on 
Palestinian family reunion should be 
expanded and implemented and that 
Irving and working opportunities and 
concfitions of camp residents in the 
occupied Arab lands should be im- 
proved, Dr. Anani added. 

He said that the working group has 
decided to bold hs second session in 


the Canadian capital in autumn. 

A senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official was 
1 quoted as saying Monday that Palesti- 
nians fear Washington’s support of 
the right of return for refugees is only 
verbal and in practice it might adopt 
an opposite policy. 

“We do not want Washington to 
issue assurances in principle but in 
practice adopt an opposing policy,” 
PLO Executive Committee member 
Yasser Abed Rabbo told the London- 
based newspaper A! Sharq AJ Awsat. 

“This worries us and the other 
Arab delegations” which attended 
the multilateral conference in Cana- 
da. Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

A row between Israel and its main 
ally, the United States, broke out last 
week when Washington expressed 
support for Resolution 194. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo welcomed the 
U.S. support and hoped it would be 
translated into making 194 the basis 
for the multilateral forum on re- 
fugees. 

The forum agreed Friday to ex- 
plore practical steps to improve the 
lives of Palestine refugees but ack- 
nowledged that the problem was. 
essentially political. 

It said a solution could only be 
reached m direct talks between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours and not 
through multilateral meetings. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo also criticised the 
United Nations and its Egyptian 
secretary-general, Boutros Ghali, for 
what he called tbeir failure to play a 
bigger role in the refugee talks. 

“The scorn of Dr. Boutros Ghali 
triggers bar suspicion on the role of 
the United Nations and its serious 

(Condoned on page 2) 


Environment 
talks open 
in Tokyo 

TOKYO (Agencies) — A meet- 
ing on environmental problems in 
die Middle East opened in Tokyo 
on Monday, attended by 37 de- 
legations including Israeli and 
Palestinian representatives. 

The conference is one of five 
tackling separate Middle East 
issues. Hie series includes talks in 
Ytenna on water-sharing and in 
Ottawa on refugees. Other meet- 
ings have taken place on arms 
control in Washington and econo- 
mic development in Brussels. 

As the talks began, Palesti- 
nians accused Israelis of uproot- 
ing thousands of trees and wast- 
ing precious water in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Hie Israeli delegation replied 
that foe Zionists who helped 
found the Jewish state were dedi- 
cated to planting trees — 
although some of them may have 
been since uprooted in military 
operations. 

The two-day multilateral talks 
were expected to focus on sea 
pollution, water quality, sewage 
systems and other environmental 
issues. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the meeting is led by Anis 
Muasher, who said that the de- 
legation will submit Jordan's 
views concerning environmental 
issues, which, be said, had inten- 
sified due to the adverse effects 
on the environment by Middle 
East problems over the past 45 
years. 

(Continued on page 2) 



oil deal with Korean firm 

Gas output to be raised to 24m cubic feet per day 


By Ram Sabbogh 

. Renters 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan said on 
Monday it hoped to reach an 
accord with the South Korean 
firm Hanbo to explore for oil and 
natural gas in the Kingdom. 

. Energy and Mineral Resources 
Minister Ali Abol Ragheb said 
Hanbo was also interested in 
cooperating with Amman for 
joint oil exploration in Yemen 


and Sudan as well as carrying out 
a feasibility stndy to mine copper 
in Jordan’s southern Wadi Araba 
area. 

Hanbo would be the first fore- 
ign oil company to return to 
Jordan after three Western ex- 
ploration firms polled out over 
the past two years because of 
unsuccessful drilling. 

“We expect to hear from them 
soon to finalise an agreement 
regarding oil exploration and 


other various matters,” Mr. Abu! 
Ragheb told Reuters. 

A key point under discussion 
was foe percentage of produc- 
tion sharing in case of a find. 
“This is the only pending item," 
Mr. Abul Ragheb said without 
elaborating. 

Jordan, a net importer of ener- 
gy, gets around 50,000 barrels per 
day (hfd) of erode off mostly from 

(Continued on page 2) 



AH Abul Ragheb 


Arafat 
thanks 
King Fahd 

NICOSIA (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat thanked 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd for his 
dedsioo to pay for renovating 
Islam’s holiest shrines in Jeru- 
salem, die Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) said Monday. 

“In the name of oar struggling 
Palestinian people ... I would like 
to express our many thanks and 
brotherly gratitude for yoor wise 
decision,” SPA, received in Cyp- 
rus, quoted Mr. Arafat as saying 
in a cable on Sunday night. 

It said Mr. Arafat, who 
angered the Saudi monarch by 
siding with Iraq in the Gulf war 
over Kuwait, urged King Fahd to 
use his “wealth, power and sta- 
tus” to achieve Arab unity to face 
foe challenges of the, new world 
order. 

K~mg Fahd has offered to {tick 
up the bfll for renovating the 
seventh-century A1 Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem in response to an 
April 28 appeal from the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 

He also offered to pay for 
repairing other shrines and resi- 
dences of Muslim clergymen in 
Jerusalem.' 

King Hussein, whose govern- 
ment remains formally responsi- 
ble for Islamic holy places in 
Jerusalem, also announced last 
week be was paying $8.25 milfion 
of Ids own money for repairing 
Ai Aqsa, one of Islam’s three 
holiest shrines. 

The other two are foe shrines 
of Mecca and Medina in Saudi 
Arabia. 


(Continued on page 2) 


Solh cabinet faces crisis of confidence 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Four 
ministers boycotted foe first 
meeting of Lebanon’s new 
cabinet on Monday, ramming 
home a crisis of confidence over 
its ability to revive a war- 
shattered economy and put foe 
country back on its feet 

The Lebanese pound plunged 
to dose at a record official low of 
1,650 to the dollar, 4.8 per cent 
down from Friday, as Prime 
Minister Rashid Al SoUi's cabinet 
convened. 

Bankers said the slide reflected 
general distrust that the govern- 
ment would be able to produce an 
economic mirade demanded by 
angry Lebanese who forced its 
predecessor to quit in the worst 
riots after 15 years of dvfl war. 

The new admimstratioo has 
been battered by political rows 


since it was formed on Saturday. 
One minister has quit and others 
have voiced dismay at the inclu- 
sion of too many old faces. 

A cabinet statement said Presi- 
dent Ehas Hrawi ordered the 
government “to attend im- 
mediately to economic and finan- 
cial issues to reach the best and 
fastest solution to foe crisis.” 

Mr. Hrawi told the cabinet “to 
learn the lessons of May 6” when 
thousands of rioters angered by 
the pound falling to an all-time 
low of 2,000 to foe dollar on 
Beirut’s unofficial exchange mar- 
ket toppled the government of 
Omar Karami. 

“The president gave the new 
government a number of econo- 
mic priorities in drawing np an 
immediate economic plan,” said 
the statement It did not say what 


exactly the priorities were. 

Information Minister Michel 
Samaba said after the three-boor 
meeting that a six-man ministerial 
co mm i tt ee was formed to prepare 
foe cabinet's policy statement for 
the parliament 

According to the constitution, 
newly formed cabinets assume 
power only after winning a vote 
of confidence from the legisla- 
ture. 

The meeting was marred by foe 
absence of six out of its 24 minis - 
tors — foe four who boycotted 
and two who were abroad. 

Samir Geagea, bead of foe 
right-wing Lebanese Forces, res- 
igned shortly after the cabinet 
was formed, arguing that it was 

(Continued cm page 2) 


Kurds ready to vote after ink debacle 


SALAHUTtolN, Iraq (R) — 
Kinds in northern Iraq using 
home-made indelible ink to pro-, 
vent cheating, vote on Tuesday 
for a supreme leader whose ma- 
jor task will be how to deal with 
tire government. 

The election, originally sche- 
duled for May 17, was postponed 
for 48-hours because a supposed- 
ly indelible German ink, meant to 
prevent multiple voting, turned 
out to be washable. 

Kurdish chemists raced against 
time on Sunday to produce 
enough reliable ink to ensure 
some J.l motion Kurds cast bal- 
lots for a supreme leader mid a 
parliament 

Baghdad says it mil recognise 
neither and rails the election a 
Western conspiracy armed at di- 
viding Iraq- 

The eventual winner will also 


have to placate neighbours suspi- 
cions of Kurdish yearnings for 
freedom (ace page 2). 

The leadership contest pits 
Massoud Barzani against Jalal 
Tahbani in what has become a 
passionate referendum on 
whether or not to strike an auton- 
omy deal with Baghdad. Mr. 
Banani is willing, Mr. Taiabam is 
not. The results are expected late 
Wednesday. 

Document transfer 

Kimfish officials said a pies, re- 
port of a U.S. secret plan to spirit 
government records out of north- 
era Iraq might jeopardise their 
campaign of document torture 
and executions by the army. 

The New York Times said on 
Sunday a special U.S. mititaxy 


unit would enter northern Iraq, 
collect and take to Turkey 30 
tonnes of documents that Kurdish 
groups seized from Iraq police 
during their abortive rebellion 
last year. 

“This was supposed to be done 
discreetly,” Hosyar Zebari, 
spokesman for the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party said on Mon- 
day, “I don't know why it was 
publicised-. 

The New York Times quoted 
U.S. government officials as' 
saying the Pentagon authorised 
the use of U.S. military aircraft 
and ground transport last week. 

But Kurdish sources and West- 
ern human rights activists said the 
report was premature. They in- 
sisted that plans for the transport 
erf foe documents had cot yet 
been finalised. 


Regent emphasises need to 
enhance democratic process 


AMMAN (J.T.) His Royal High- 
ness Grown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Monday discussed poli- 
tical and economic issues of con- 
cern to Jordan and foe Arab 
World at a meeting organised by 
the Arab Youth Forum (AYF) at 
AI Hussein Youth City and 
attended by Youth Minister Saleh 
Irsheidat and the forum’s admi- 
nistrative committees represent- 
ing various governors tes. 

The Regent reviewed Jordan's 
democratic experiment, foe eco- 
nomic situation in Jordan and 
other related topics. 

The Regent stressed the im- 
portance of enhancing the demo- 
cratic process in the Kingdom, 
noting that democratic practices 
were not recent introductions to 
the Arab and Islamic region. 
Islamic and Arab political life 
abounded with democratic prac- 
tices throughout history, he said. 

He said that foe Arab reonais- 
ance, which brought about foe 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, foe Regent, Monday 
attends an Arab Youth Forum meeting (Petra photo) 


Great Arab Revolt, carried an 
ideological mission based on free- 
dom and the right of the Arab 
people to self-determination and 
Arab unity. 

“The message which we uphold 
is Islamic and has dimensions 


reaching far beyond the Islamic 
era." Prince Hassan said. “This 
commitment to the message is not 
a commitment to a certain entity 
or an institution of or a symbol.” 

(Continued on page 2) 


24 remanded in custody 
for Ir bid stadium riots 


By Elia NasraUah 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Twenty-four people 
believed to be directly involved in 
or responsible for hooliganism 
during a soccer match in Irbid this 
week have been remanded in 
custody for one to two weeks 
upon orders from an Irbid court, 
according to Irbid Governor 
Fayez Abbadi. 

Some of those detained were 
either involved in assaults on 
policemen trying to disperse the 
crowds or in damaging public 
property inode or outside the AI 
Hassan Sports City in Irbid, Mr. 
Abbadi said in a statement to foe 
Jordan Times Monday. 

The violence occurred Friday 
during a soccer match between AI 
Ramtha and Al Faisali teams 
after the Al Faisali team scored 
its second goal against the host 
team Al Ramtha. Eyewitnesses 
said that foe spectators started 
throwing stones at Faisali players, 
prompting the referee to stop foe 


match. 

Police used tear-gas to disperse 
foe rioters who later turned to foe 
stadium installations causing a lot 
of damages, according to eyewit- 
nesses. 

A bus carrying Al Faisali team 
to foe match was also damaged 
and the players had to be 
escorted out of the stadium under 
police protection. 

A government-appointed com- 
mittee is pars ning investigations 
into foe case and the results are 
expected by Wednesday at foe 
latest. Governor Abbadi said. 

Mr. Abbadi said it was hard to 
give an estimate of damages 
caused at this stage partly be- 
cause fixtures in the stadium were 
made in China and brought in by 
Qitnese technicians who built the 
stadium a few years ago. Contacts 
were made with China to esti- 
mate foe damage, be said. 

Jordan Soccer Federation Pres- 
ident Fakhri Bibeisi said he be- 

(Conthmed on page 2) 


Israelis 
round up 
Gazans 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops 
rounded up to 50 to 100 Palesti- 
nians from foe occupied Gaza 
Strip in a search for assailants 
who shot dead an Israeli trader, 
Palestinians said on Monday. 

Residents said most of those 
detained were supporters of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement — 
Hamas — which claimed respon- 
sibility for killing David Cohen. 
64, on Sunday in foe town of Beit 
Lahia. 

Hamas is one of two groups 
directing the four-and-a-haif- 
year-old Palestinian uprising 
against Israeli role. 

Graffiti scrawled on town walls 
said the military arm of Hamas, 
had killed Cohen to mark the’ 
imprisonment three years ago of 
their spiritual leader Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin. 

The wheelchair-bound Yassin 
was jailed in May 1989 for found- 
ing Hamas and allegedly plotting 
the killing of two Israeli soldiers. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


TO ALL OWNERS OF SATELLITE DISH 
SYSTEM/APPARATUS 

The Ministry of Finance announces 
that all owners of Satellite Recep- 
tion Dish System/Apparatus 
should settle their status with the 
Customs Department and other 
concerned authorities within the 
period from 15.5.1992 till 
15.6.1992. 

Contrary, to this, the ministry will 
regrettably be forced to take all the 
necessary procedures in accord- 
ance with the applied laws and 
regulations in the ministry and 
other • concerned authorities. 

Minister of Finance 


. jV.C! 
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Siad Barre is granted 
temporary exile in Nigeria 


LAGOS (AP) — Ousted Presi- 
dent Mohammad Siad Bane of 
Somalia arrived in Nigeria on 
Sunday, which granted him "tem- 
porary political exile.” 

Mr. Siad Bane had been in 
Kenya for about four months 
before Kenyan legislators, saying 
his presence in their nation was 
an embarrassment, demanded his 
departure. 

The Nigerian government said 
it was granting Mr. Siad Barre 
and his entourage temporary ex- 
ile because no other African 
country had offered to shelter 
him. 

It said this was in line with 
President Ibrahim Babangjda’s 
role as current chairman of the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU). 

Foreign Ministry officials met 
Mr. Siad Barre when he arrived 
aboard a scheduled Kenya Air- 
ways flight with 60 members of 
his family and clan. 

Mr. Siad Barre, a military coup 
leader like General Babangida. 
ruled his Horn of African nation 
ruthlessly for 21 years before 
rebels seized Mogadishu, the 
capital, and ousted him in Janu- 
ary 1991. 

Mr. Siad Barre fled to his 
southwestern stronghold of 
Gar be Harre, where he dung on 
for more than a year of the 
country's bitterest dvil war, 
periodically sending troops on 
frustrated forays towards the 


capital. 

He was finally chased from the 
country to neighbouring Kenya 
with about 1,200 members of his 
tiny Marehan dan at the end of 
January. 

The refugees installed them- 
selves in a luxury hotel. Last 
week. President Daniel Arap Moi 
made it dear Mr. Siad Barre was 
not welcome to stay. 

Meanwhile, rebels who seized 
Mogadishu fractured on dan lines 
and have brought the country to 
chaos and starvation. More than 
30,000 people were killed and 
wounded in four months of fight- 
ing for the Indian Ocean port city 
before U.N. officials brokered a 
ceasefire in early March. 

Clan-based militia still are bat- 
tling each other in several parts of 
the country, while milli ons are 
subjected to general deprivation, 
regional droughts and shortages 
of imported foods and medica- 
tions exacerbated by the war. 

A dan warlord who captured 
southern Somalia's major town 
last week has asked relief orga- 
nisations to send in massive sup- 
plies of humanitarian aid, a U.N. 
offidal said Monday. 

David Bassknmi, co-ordinator 
of U.N. relief in the war-tom 
nation, said there would be no aid 
to Kismayu unless General 
Mohammad Farrafa Aideed’s fac- 
tion of the United Somalia Con- 
gress (USQ fulfilled certain con- 
ditions. 


Iran, India to discuss 
Afghanistan and Burma 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati arrived on a two-day 
visit to India on Monday to dis- 
cuss political developments in 
Afghanistan and Burmese re- 
fugees in Bangladesh. 

Mr. Velayati, who arrived from 
Bangladesh, was meeting with 
India's Minister of State for Ex- 
ternal Affairs Eduardo Faleiro 
Monday and Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao the next day, a 
spokesman for the Ministry of 
External Affairs said. 

“Mr. Velayati wants to discuss 
issues of mutual interest, the de- 
velopments inside Afghanistan 
and the problem of Muslim re- 
fugees in Myanmar (Burma),'* an 
Iranian diplomat said. 

India wants to know ban's 
views on the latest developments 
in the region, including - Afghanis- 
tan, said the ministry spokesman. 
“Our views on Afghanistan are 
less dissimilar than they are made 
out to be." 


New Delhi and Tehran are 
both wary of any increased role 
for the hardline Afghan Mujabe-' 
deen leader, Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, in the new Kabul govern- 
ment, Indian officials said. 

India, seeking to improve rela- 
tions with an Islamic government 
in Afghanistan, has recently sent 
friendly signals to Kabul. 

On Friday, New Delhi said it 
had sent vital food and medicines 
to Kabul and offered to help the 
war-ravaged country rebuild its 


shattered economy. 

New Delhi supported the 
Moscow-backed government 
throughout the 12-year war that 
culminated in the entry of rebel 
Mujahedeen — backed through- 
out by India's arch-rival Pakistan 
— into Kabul on April 26. 

Indian Ambassador Vijay 
Nambiar was the first envoy to 
greet new Afghan leader Sibgha- 
tullah Mojaddidi — within an 
hour of his arrival in Kabul from 
his exile base in the frontier 
Pakistani city of Peshawar. 

Indian officials say Iran is keen 
to buy a 10-megawatt nuclear 
reactor from India, a deal 
opposed by Washington and de- 
nied by New Delhi. . * t 

" An Iranian official said MrjJ 
• Velayati would discuss the ptob- 
of Burmese refugees in Bang- 
ladesh with India but did not say 
what help Tehran expected New 
Delhi to give. 

Mr. Velayati, in. Dhaka on 
Sunday, had expressed concern 
about Muslim refugees in Bang- 
ladesh, saying the return of the 
256.000 Rohingyas to Burma 
should be voluntary. 

Mr. Velayati urged coopera- 
tion among international orga- 
nisations and countries to ensure 
the refugees' voluntary return. 

The repatriation of the re- 
fugees was due to begin last 
Friday, under an April 18 agree- 
ment between Dhaka and Ran- 
goon, but was postponed because 
of unspecified procedural prob- 
lems. 


Tehran Times leery of 
Kurdish elections 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian 
newspaper said Monday that 
Tehran, Ankara and Damascus 
are following Tuesday's elections 
in Iraqi Kurdistan with concern 
for stability in the region. 

The English daily Tehran 
Times, which often reflects the 
views of President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, trained that Iran would 
find it unacceptable if the elec- 
tions set die stage for the breakup 
of Iraq. 

The newspaper said problems 
of Iraqi Kurdistan can be solved 
only through Iraq's sovereignty 
and not by “elections sponsored 
by the U.S.” 

Iran, Turkey and Syria “are 
principally concerned about the 
destabilising effects of the recent 
developments in northern Iraq, 
and their unpredictable outcome, 
which could only benefit coun- 
tries not directly involved in the 
region,” the daily said in an 
editorial reported by the offidal 
Islamic Republic News Agency. 

Iraqi Kurds vote Tuesday for a 
single leader and a legislative 
body to govern their region. The 
election is largely a contest be- 
tween Massoud Barzani, an 
advocate of continuing Kurdish 
autonomy talks with Baghdad, 
and Jalal Talabani, who opposes 
further talks with the govern- 
ment. 

Iraq has declared die election 
illegal, and Turkey last week 
voiced concern that it might be 
aimed at Kurdish independence. 
Turkey faces a Kurdish separatist 
movement of its own. Iran also 
has a large Kurdish minority. 

Mr. Barzani sought Sunday to 
allay fears of separatism. He re- 
peated assurances that the elec- 
tions is aimed at filling a local 


administrative vacuum “and re- 
solving our internal difficulties in 
a peaceful and democratic way.” 

“We folly recognise our condi- 
tions and limitations both ' re- 
gionally, internally nd interna- 
tionally. That’s why we say it’s 
not our intention to set up an 
independent state," Mr. Barzani 
told reporters m northern Iraq. 

The Tehran Times noted that 
Western forces stationed in 
northern Iraq have been put on 
alert to counter possible military 
moves against the elections by the 
government. 

“Although Kurdish leaders 
have announced in their recent 
interviews that the elections are 
being held only within the 
framework of internal autonomy 
for the Kurdistan region, their 
claims cannot be acceptable for 
Iraq’s neighbours,” die paper 
said. 

“The problems of the Kurdish 
population in northern Iraq 
should only be resolved on sound 
principles and with reference to 
the national sovereignty of Iraq, 
and not through regional elec- 
tions sponsored by the U.S,” 

It said Iraq’s 3.5 million Kurds 
“should realise that this type of 
move, whose objectives are not 
yet clear for Iraq’s neighbours, 
mil not solve their problems.” 

“If the present elections and its 
remits are meant to provide solu- 
tions for the internal problems of 
Iraqi Kurdistan created by the 
economic and political sanctions 
imposed by the Baghdad regime, 
then it could be justifiable. But if 
it is to serve as a preliminary 
stage to the political disintegra- 
tion of Iraq, then it will be accept- 
able by Tehran under any cir- 
cumstances,” the editorial said. 


Administration blocks transfer 
of Iraq documents to Congress 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 

The administration has stopped 
transferring classified documents 
to a congressional committee in- 
vestigating U.S. policy towards 
Iraq, accusing the panel's chair- 
man of endangering national 
security. 

The legislator, U.S. repre- 
sentative Henry Gonzalez, re- 
sponded by accusing the adminis- 
tration of trying to obstruct Con- 
gress. 

The duelling May 15 letters 
between . Mr- . Gonzalez; ‘and 
Attorney General William P. 
Bait were The latest skirnpsh in 
the administration’s fight with 
Mr. Gonzalez, who says he is 
trying to expose the “flawed and 
tragic policy” that led to the Gulf 
war with Iraq. 

Mr. Barr told Mr. Gonzalez 
that his recent statements in Con- 
gress — based in part on 
thousands of classified documents 
he had requested from the admi- 
nistration — “raised serious con- 
cerns.” He said further docu- 
ments would be withheld unless 
Mr. Gonzalez promised to keep 
them secret. 

“Public disclosure of classified 
information harms the national 
security,” Mr. Barr wrote. 
Copies of the letters were 
obtained Sunday by the Associ- 


ated Press. 

In his response the same day, 
Mr. Gonzalez said the adminis- 
tration had been “reluctant” to 
cooperate since his committee 
began investigating the extent of 
U.S. aid to Iraq in the 1980s. 

“Nqw your letter suggests that 
the Bush administration plans to 
move from foot dragging to out- 
right obstruction,” wrote Mr. 
Gonzalez, chairman of the House 
of Representatives Banking 
Committee. 

He said the documents he had 
made public this year to support a 
senes of floor statements all dealt 
with past policies not ongoing 
operations. 

“None of the statements and 
none of the documents comprom- 
ise ... the national security or 
intelligence sources or methods,” 
be said. 

Mr. Gonzalez demanded that 
Mr. Bair say specifically which 
documents had harmed what 
aspects of U.S. security. ■ 

“You should not hide behind 
generalities about ‘national secur- 
ity,’” he wrote. 

Mr. Gonzalez pledged to con- 
tinue his efforts to investigate “a 
flawed and tragic policy ... that 
ultimately led to the loss of count- 
less human lives and serious eco- 
nomic consequences.” 


Egyptian says Tutankhamen was model for Jesus 


LONDON (AP) — An Egyptian 
writer claims in a new book that 
the Biblical lesus Christ did not 
exist but was based on Egyptian 
King Tutankhamen. Ahmad Os- 
man, author of The House Of 
The Messiah, also argues that the 
Prophet Joshua was modeled on 
the pharaoh, who lived about 
1,350 years before Jesus. 

“There is not a shred of histor- 
ical evidence that Jesus lived at 
the time he is supposed to have 
done and I believe the writers of 
the Gospels adapted a historical 
figure into their own time," Mr. 
Osman said in an interview. 

His book was published in Bri- 
tain by Harpercollins. No U.S. 
publication was planned, he said. 

Reaction from religion scholars 
has been mixed. 


“His theory certainly sounds a 
little original and I am waiting for 
the book before 1 say anything 
more,” said Ivor Eisenstein, a 
retired professor of Jewish stu- 
dies in New York. 

James Crampsey, lecturer in 
New Testament and Biblical stu- 
dies at London University, com- 
mented: “It sounds a trifle far- 
fetched to me. Could Jesus have 
been Confucius, for example?” 

The book is Mr. Osman's third 
in five years arguing that Christ- 
ianity originated in ancient 
Egypt, where there were Hebrew 
settlements. 

His first book suggested that 
Joseph the patriarch, who 
brought the tribe of Israel to 
Egypt from Canaan, was an 
Egyptian nobleman whose mam- 


my is in the Cairo Museum. Mr. 
Osman's second book claimed 
Moses was the Pharoah Akhe- 
naten, father of Tutankhamen. 

“Mr. Akhenaten imposed on 
the Egyptians the idea of one 
God in place of their many 
deities. Tutankhamen allowed 
the old deities back but he held 
them to be saints and angels in 
the kingdom of the Lord.” 
“That was rejected by the 
Israelite priests in Sinai. When 
Tutankhamen went there to try to 
bring them back to the fold, I 
believe they killed him at die 
place where St. Catherine’s 
Monastery stands today at the 
foot of Mount Sinai. His miuibny 
shows he met a violent death, 
probably by hanging.” 

Osman said Tutankhamen in- 


troduced belief in resurrection 
and life after death, and that a 
painting on the wall of his burial 
chamber shows him rising from 
the dead. 

“That is the beginning of 
Christianity, and the idea of life 
after death is a cornerstone of the 
Christian faith,” Mr. Osman said. 

“When the disciples claimed 
they had witnessed a living Jesus 
who died and was raised from the 
dead, it was taken literally by the 
gospel writers about half a cen- 
tury later. They told the truth as 
they thought it was, but the time 
is wrong.” 

Mr. Osman, 58, studied law in 
Cairo and has lived in Britain 
since 1965, teaching Arabic and 
studying ancient Egyptian history 
and language and Hebrew. 


Society condemns Kuwaiti practices, urges intervention 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A society 
monitoring human rights 
abuses and democratic re- 
forms in the Arab World has 
expressed its deep concern 
over the continuation of the 
Kuwaiti authorities' repres- 
sive measures and policies of 
vengeance against Arab 
nationals living in the emi- 
rate. 

In letters addressed to 
Arab leaders, the society 
stressed that the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment bad again imposed 
martial law and was using 
emergency courts which were 
abolished by the emirate fol- 
lowing international conde- 
mnations. 


The society said that die 
Kuwaiti authorities use va- 
rious techniques to prevent 
Palestinian detainees from 
enjoying their rights to fair 
trials ami defence attorneys. 

It said that 17 Palestinians 
are being tried without hav- 
ing an attorney to represent 
them, “thus depicting dearly 
the way these authorities 
violate the minimum human 
rights of the detainees.*” 

The letter identified some 
of the detainees as: Moham- 
mad Hassan Mahmoud, 
Daoud Suleiman Marti, Taw- 
fiq Jihad Ibrahim, Samer 
Ahmad Saad, lys’d Moham- 
mad Ahmad, Hamed Musa 


Hamed, Usama Muhsen 
Awad, Mahmoud Omar 
Saleh, Imaduddm Mahmoud, 
Akram Shaker Ahmad, A1 
MuYazz BiDah Mohammad,, 
and lyad Mahmoud Mis. 

The society also expressed 
concern over measures taken 
against several journalists 
who were working for A1 
■Nidaa newspaper and conde- 
mned summary trials con- 
ducted for them. 

The society identified the 
journalists as Daoud Sulei- 
man Al Qarna, Ghazi Salim 
Alameddm, Mustapha Abdul 
Rahim. Hassan Ahmad AI 
Khalil, Ahmad Axef Al Hin- 
di, Wasfi Ahmad Atiyeh, 


Nayef Izzeddin, Ibrahim 
Saad, Maarouf ShftiSq and 
Mohammad Mahmoud 
Zahran. ' ! 


The society appealed to aU 
Arab heads of state to inter- 
vene with the Kuwaiti au- 
thorities to bring to an end 
summary trials and release all 
prisoners of conscience. It 
also called for investigating 
reports about torture and 
murder detainees, and ex- 
propriating the property of 
Palestinians living in Kuwait; 

The society also called for 
ensuring the protection of 
Palestinians and guarani 
teeing their security and 
rights. 



Regent emphasises democracy 


(Continued Grom page 1) 


The Regent said that in Jordan 
“we are not belittling but rather 
upholding the democratic prac- 
tice by Arabs and M uslims in this 
part of the world.” 

Referring to the economic 
situation in the Kingdom, the 
Regent noted that the imple- 
mentation of the economic res- 
tructuring programme in Jordan 
started before the Gulf war. 

But, be said, the war imposed 
on the country heavy burdens 
represented by the influx of a 


million evacuees who crossed 
from Iraq into Jordan where they 
were offered all available ser- 
vices. The forced migration of 
expatriates from die Gulf in- 
creased Jordan’s population by 10 
per cent and depnved the expatri- 
ates and their families of their 
livelihood, the Prince noted. 

At the outset of the meeting. 
Dr. Sahban Khieifat, rice presi- 
dent of the AYFs board of trus- 
tees, delivered a speech ontlhring 
the forum’s concern over youth 
problems and contributions to 
find solutions. 


Jordan hopes for oil deal 


(Continued from page I) 


Iraq. It only produces 275 bpd 
from two exploratory wells. 

Mr. A bul Ragheb said Hanbo 
would spend $8 million to carry 
out seismic testing, drilling and 
other studies. 

It will look for oil in the north- 
eastern Al Risheh area dose to 
Jordan's frontiers with Saudi 
Arabia. Iraq and Syria and in the 
eastern Sirhan region where an 
American firm has already car- 
ried out some work. 

Bnt its operations would ex- 
dude parts of AI Risheh where 


Jordan is already producing 15 
million cubic feet of natural gas a 
day and using it to generate elec- 
tricity. 

Plans are under way to increase 
gas production to 24 million cubic 
feet a day by 1993. 

Jordan has spent JD 84 million 
($122 million) through its Nation- 
al Resources Authority to look 
for oiL 

Mr. Abnl Ragheb said his 
ministry was studying the possi- 
bility of creating a separate 
national ofl authority or company 
to boost its internal operations 
and allow it to work abroad. 


Environment talks open in Tokyo 


(Continued from page 1) 

“The forced migration and 
eviction of ^people from Palestine 
and press ur es on' the Jordanian 
economy and soaaJ structure 
continue to cause immense en- 
vironmental issues to the whole 
region,” said Mr. Muasher before 
travelling to Tokyo. 

Syria and Lebanon, participat- 
ing only in bilateral peace talks, 
boycotted the conference. 

The Palestinian representa- 
tives, attending as part of Jor- 
dan’s' delegation, angered Israel 
when they daimed in their open- 
ing remarks to represent the 
Palestine . Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) as well as all other 
Palestinians, said Shin Ebibara, a 
Japanese Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial. 

Israel, .which refuses to negoti- 
ate with' the PLO, came to the 
talks with the understanding that 
the Palestinians would represent 
■only the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The PLO has sent its own 
observers to the Tokyo talks. 

The Palestinians demanded a 
“just and lasting political settle- 
ment which can allow us to recov- 


er and manage our land and 
resources.” 

Japan’s Foreign Minister 
Michio Watanabe opened- the 
conference by .saying: 

“The very fact that we have as 
many as 37 delegations and their 
122 members in this meeting 
speaks volumes of the strong 
desire and commitment of the 
world community to achieve a 
real peace in the Middle East.” 


The delegations include offi- 
cials from the United States, Rus- 
sia, China, India, several Arab 
states and members of the Euro- 
pean Community. 

In a news conference Monday, 
the Palestinians accused the 
Israeli army and Jewish settlers of 
uprooting 120,000 trees in the 
occupied territories, of confiscat- 
ing Palestinian land and of con- 
suming 80 per cent of the occu- 
pied territories’ water resources. 


CORRECTION 


In an article published yesterday 
on this page under the title 
“Opinion poll finds 16.1 per cent 
Palestinians favour independ- 
ence,” translation error in the 
fust paragraph made it appear 
the poll was conducted among 
West Bank and Gaza Palesti- 
nians. The poll was conducted 
among Palestinians who are 
Israeli citizens and live in pre- 
1948 Palestine and who are com- 
monly referred to as Israeli 
Arabs. 


Arafat thanks 
King Fahd 


(Continued from page 1) 


Jordanian daily Al Ra’i attack- 
ed UNESCO for involving itself 
in efforts to restore Jerusalem’s 
holy sites. 

“The UNESCO's attempt to 
replace us and to carry out our 
holy duty is a malicious attempt,” 
Al Ra’i wrote. 

It said the U.N. organisation 
got entangled “intentionally or 
unintentionally in something 
which is not part of its mandate 
because Jerusalem's holy sites are 
not archaeological places bnt 
shrines revered by Muslims worl- 
dwide.” 


Issue of refugees on right track 


(Continued from page 1) 


intentions to play a positive role in 
the moltiLrfterals,” Mr. Abed Rabbo 
added. 

Syrian President Hafez Al Assad in 
an interview -published Monday ac- 
cused Israel of p rocra s ti nating in 
Arab-hraeii peace talks, largely be- 
came of upcoming U.S. . elections. 

“Neither Israeli Prime Minister 
Yhzbak Sbamir nor bis government 
have given the Americans one word 
in die direction of real peace. They 
have given no promises about going 
back to Resolution 242 or any land 
for peace equation,” Mr. Assad told 
editore-iuduef of Kuwaiti newspap- 
ers during a five-hour Interview in 
Bataanm . 

Mr. Assad said be recognises that 
the United States was pressuring 
Israel m the talks. 

“Bui these pressures could be con- 
nected to certain persons that might 
change by elections or other means, 
and Israel might be betting on that 
and procrastinating and manoeuvring 
in the hope that situations and posi- 
tions might change,” Mr. Assad said. 

The Syrian president said he 
tended to believe that President 
George Bush was serious about he 
says. 

Mr. Assad said Israel threatens all 
Arabs because two holy books. Torah 
and the Talmud, tell Jews that the 
land between the Euphrates and the 
Nile is theirs. 

“None of you should believe that 
there are some open-minded people 
among them, such as what is 
rumoured about' the Israeli 'Labour 
Party. They are more extremist than 
any fundamentalist,” the Syrian pres- 



ident said. 

“Muslims at Their history ienev<ed 
tbemMlves and looked for reasonable 
solutions and -outlets, but fun- 
damentalist Jew* and Zionists 'in 
general have closed all -roads.” She 
said. . [ 

Mr. Assad said he wffl. not give up 
an inch of Syria: “Some ask ns to [be 
realistic, but being realistic doesn’t 
mean surrender. The French cdjo-j f 
nised our country and they were ■ 
world power, and we didn't surrjn- f 
der." ? 

The Syrian president said Iraqi 
President Saddan Hussein “offered 
Israel services it would have never 
dreamt of” by invading Kuwait. • 

“We in Syria have lost. a lot because 
of his crime. If it weren't Tor him, }re 
wouldn’t have seen this increasing 
Israeli relentiessness,” Mr. Aagu 
said. 

Asked about terrorism. Mr. Asad 
said there was a need to define die 
word. I 

“When I met with President 
George Bush in Geneva we discussed 
the topic and be told me that the ball 
was in their court after I suggested-to 
him a project for defining terrorism," 
said the Syrian president. 

“When an Arab young man hits an 
Israeli with a stone it- is described -as 
terrorism. But when Israel occupied - 

half of Lebanon, it is described a$ a » 

security necessity. This is a problem. ... . 

Mr. Assad said the Syrian prese&e ‘S**" 

in Lebanon aims at stopping h from 

breaking up into small conflicting 
sectarian states. 

“We are not motivated by profit. 

Even if Lebanon was made of moon- 
tains of gold, it would not be worth 
the life of one Syrian soktieg' he 
said. ,r 
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Solh faces confidence crisis 




(Continued from page. 1) 


. regime. - ;• 

sj£ The Christian Falapg»i 
weighed in favour of pio-Syiian^as expected to defidfe W 
ministers- Monday whether ,itii ijawer 

Druze chief and Minister of Saadeh should resign m protestat 
State Walid Junblatt. Tourism receiving only one cabmet.past 
Minister Sami Mmkara and. Posts Offidal sources said Mr. Miqk- 
and Communications Minister ara> a Sunni Muslim ally of for- 
George Saadeh stayed away be- mcr Prime Minister Karanri, was 
cause they were dissatisfied with reluctant to join the Solh cabinet 
their portfolios and the inclusion because he wanted a more hnpenr- 
of 15 members from Mr. Kara- mnt minis try than tourism. , 
mi's discredited team. 

Mr. Junblatt, a dose ally of Antoine Bechara, bead of the 

Syria and like Dr. Qeagea a neral confederation of trade 

militia waiiond-tnrncd-potitidan, w lions, told Reuters it was a 
denounced Mr. Solh’s cabinet on positive step that the government 
Sunday, saying it would only was formed before a 10-day union 
worsen the plight of the poor, deadlin e expired on Sunday. 

He told supporters: “The “We will wait to hear the *axr 
Lebanese people have enormous cab i net’s programme before de- 
power to unite and topple this daring our stand,” he said. 






24 remanded In custody in Irbid 


(Continued from page 1) 


lieved that the damages could be 
worth JD 20,000. 

Mr. BObeisi told the Jordan 
Times that the federation was 
fining two Ramtha dub team 
administrators JD 100 each and 
had suspended the team from 
playing in Jordan and abroad for 
a period of six months in accord- 
ance with the federation’s regula- 
tions. 

He said that the decision was 
taken at a four-hour meeting of 
the federation board, which also 
considered Al Faisali team to 
have won the match by two goals 
to nil. 

Mr. BObeisi said that the inves- 
tigating committee, of which he is 
a member, was continuing its 
work. 

Minister of Youth Saleh 


Irshetdat Saturday inspected the -T 
damages and said that those re- v.7 
sponsible trill be duly punished - 
and that work will soon start . tm j. . 
repairing the stadium. "■ 

Both the minister and Mr. B0- - 
beisi said that measures were .!» 
being taken at the federation khd 
government levels to ensure that >‘.. J 
such incidents do not recur. 

A columnist in AI Dustbt^r . 
dally said that those involved-’Ho 
the riots must have copied Ube ^ 
acts of hooligans during sports 
activities in the West. “These 
involved in the Irbid ■ events 
should realise that the. bad be- '' 
haviour and acts of sabotage as ' s - 
shown on television came from 
outlaws and outcasts.” Saleh Al 
QaHab wrote. He said there a^e 
many beautiful things in Western 
societies which ought to tie 
adopted instead. J 
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Newsin Arabic 

Princesses 

21:10 The Palace Guard 

News in English 
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Oscar films: “The Greatest show on 
Earth" 


PRAYER TIMES 


Church of the Am mncUti uu Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe CWch Tel. 661757 
Tcn-anata Ctuorch Tel; 622366 
Church of the A imnrlttfa p Tel. 
623541. 

AngBttfc Church Tel. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Antttiaa CatboBc Church Tel. 
77 1331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman totercatioari Church Td. 

683326. 

Era t i g sfi ral Lutheran Cbarcfa Tel: 
81 1295. 

The Chnrcfa of Jens ChrW of Utter- 
ly Stints Tel. 823824. 654932. 
Church at the I femrcne Td. 675691. 



man at (he Queen Afy international 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where U 
should always be verified. 


Deoerts 11/24 

Jordan Valley 19/30 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man !8. Aoaba 30. Humhfiry reading 
Amman 45 per cent Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 


«=* Fair 

05^5 (Sunrise) Duhn 

I2J2 Dhohr 

1*12 ‘Asr 

19£9 Maghreb 

2tt57 *lsfaa 


Bulletin sapped by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nnitih Church Sndfleh, 

Td. 8117740 

A unaMfci or Gad Church, Tel. 

63278S. 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 


It will be partly doudy and slight rise 
in temperatures is expected. Winds wfll 
be northwest erty moderate to fresh. In 
Aqaba, winds win be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 


MinJMax. temp. 

10/21 

22/32 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY . 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassim Qaddoomi 646024 

Dr. Tawfiq Qabaln 623029 

Dr. Mukhis Halasa 819220 

Dr. Yabya Abdul Rafahn 736072 

fins pharmacy 66191 2 

Fcnkms pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairaukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSahm pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmesani pharmacy 637660 


IRBID: 

Dr. ZMAI Baled (— ) 

ALSbana’ pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQAz 

Dr. Nash 'at Amman (— ) 

Khafifcfa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Game 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Cvd Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emereency «... 199 

RocnePofioc 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade . 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pota: 896390 

Pride Security Dcmnmcat 630321 

Hotd Comphhns 605800 

Price Conmtamts 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compfemts 897467 

Amman Mnddpafity 
Compltintt 787111 


Telephone Information 

(directory mristanee) 121 

Ovcreeasufis - 010230 

Central Amman Telephon e 

Repair-.- - 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdevilioq 77311! 

Rndra Jordan 774111 

Water Anthority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Company — 636381 

RJ FBgtu Information 08-53200 

Omen ABa Ind. Airport. 08-53200- 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnem Medical Centre 81381302 

Klulidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jdnl Amman Maternity 642362 

Manias, J- Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shxndsani 664171/4 

S h n n an mi Hospital 669131 

UnivcitityHaajaital .’845545 

Ai-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 


The Islamic, AMafi 666127/37 

Al-AMi, AbdaE 664164/6 

lufian, Al-Mnhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Biitir.J. Ashra&eh 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

ZarqaGovL Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Urn Sina Hospital 

AlHDcaa Modes Hoapbti '.(09)W»» 

rank 

Priam Bran HotpfaT (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hoqfal (021Z7227S 

IbcAlNafeesHoqatal (02)247100 

AQABA; 

Princes Hsyi Hospital (03)31411] 

FOR THE IRAVEIUK 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Thk informatiotr b supplied by Royal 
Jorrtuhaa (RJ) mfivmadari depart- 


AUDVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

•fcM — J toda I mnp uL Singapore) 

MSI ........................ Aqaba ( 

IfcSI Doha, Bahrain (I 

1*^* - Muscat, Dubai (1 

** iSS — Frankfort | 

lfc35 Montreal. New York ( 

Frankfurt, Belgrade ( 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 


22:13 LamacafRJ). 

22:15 Damascus (RJ/ 

Other nights (Term ins! 2)~ 

1M8 Beirut, Rome (AZ) I 

R9mft(SU)i 

OIM Bucharest (RO)' 

MARKET PRICES : 


price hi 

Apple (red) 

Banana 

Banant(M u fapp i a r ) 


14:10 

2K35 

2355 


Riyadh (SU1 

— — Beirut (ME) 
— Bucharest (RO) 




UmOt wmmmmmmo* 

Cauliflower J, 

Cucombennarge) 

Cucumbers (small) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 


«... Aqaba (RJ) 

***• Vfcana, Frankfuit f 

12:25 ■ Breeds, London I 

1238 .... Amtienhm, New York ( 
12*5 Roeae, Madrid! 

- Geneva, Paris! 

2M0 Jeddah I 

21:00 Dbahrani 

2130 Abu Duba, Dubai ( 


Lemon . — 

Martov fluge) ..... 

Marrow (naan) 

Onion (dry) 

urnOn (green) 


. 500 / 450. 
.-530/500- 
. 330/250! 

100/50- 
-. 180/120; 
.. 380/220. 

80/40- 
, 180/120 
..280/150. 

1000 / 800 
. 600/400 
70/40 
.150/100 
. 210 / 100 - 
.150/100 
..-380 / 220 
.■700/600 
. 250 / 200 
.300/250 
.. 150/100 
. 600/500 
.. 150/100 
. 520/350 
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Compensation forms to be 
distributed to expatriates 


: ... ■' -raj. « k, 
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’AMMAN (Petra) — -A higher 
committee charged with follow- 
mg up matters related to obtain- 
ing - compensation for Jordanian 
expatriates returning from 
Kuwait • is to begin distributing 
forms to foe tbese expatriates in 
das course of procedures for com- 
pensation. 

r _ The decision was taken at a 
■committee . meeting Monday 
(haired by Labour ‘Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti. 

* Discussions covered the com- 
mittee’s work and its contacts 
with the special United Nations 
Co mmitt ee, on Compensations. 

AccorcBng to the decision, the 
forms are to 'be filled by the 
expatriates demanding com- 
pensation for bodily harm, deaths 


and other claims resulting from 
the Gulf crisis. 

Only those expatriates return- 
ing from Kuwait or Iraq between 
August 1990 to the beginning of 
March 1991 win receive the forms 
through the main post offices in 
Jordan, said the decision. 

The committee also decided to 
supply the Department of Awqaf 
in Arab Jerusalem with these 
forms to be distributed to expatri- 
ates living in the occupied West 
Bank and it anil also distribute 
other forms to expatriates fiving 
abroad through Jordanian embas- ‘ 
aes. 

Committee sources said further 
steps related to the compensation 
issue and other procedures will be 
announced duly through the 
media. 



■■■■a. i 


• ” 

: 'aot 


TV. 


- -T 


FACULTY HOLDS SCIENTIFIC DAY: The University of 
Jordan's Faculty of Agrknttnre cel eb r a t e d Monday its annori 
Scientific Day in the presence of murentty President Fswzi 
Gbaraibeh, several o ffici als at the university and the Ministry of 
Agriculture nil faculty's tnadilng ml d in Wi i a . Dr. 
Ghnwbdi opened the activities of the day with a speech ha which 
he underlined the important role the faculty plays in confronting 
agi i udlma l problems. He said that Arab food security should be 
the top priority of research and stwBes by a g ric u l tu ral expert?. 
Dean of the faculty, Waked Abu Gh arhtyy eh, also delivered on 
address in which be stressed the importance of scientific research, 
particularly hi investigating ways of reducing production costs. 
Several research and wovfchig papers wffl be on display at an 
«M»drtnu hefed on the occaAn by the bcaMy. 


. it Work in arms, dedicated 
‘ ; newspaper man passes away 



The late Awnl Sadek, othe r wi se known as Abu Talal, 
..newspapers in downtown Amman. 


By Odeh Odeh 

- Special to the Jordan Times 
1 1 AMMAN — Awni Sadek or 
tfsHvinllE “Abu Talal”, the first newspaper 
♦ /.hoy or man on the streets .of 

- - Amman, died recently while car- 
_. r v- -'iriying . a bundle of newspapers 
”•> • ... - .under his arms and having break- 
1 .. . ^ *"-* fast at a street comer in the 

... .'jsapital. 

r Abu Talal was in the business 
" selling newspapers on the 
"''^streets of Amman since the late 
1940s and despite his old age, he 
' , '- fcpbose to pursue this trade until 

•- {This death, accoiding to fellow 
... . -> ^newspaper men on the streets. 

• - 7- Haying sold part of the news- 

’ r’. . 1 . jxapexs in his trust, Abu Talal was 
. 1 . ^taking a little rest at a corner on 


Rida Street of Amman to have 
his breakfast of an egg, a cake 
and a glass of tea, when he 
collapsed and died, they said. 

According to Abu Talal’s 
friends, the late newspaper man 
sold newspapers as a boy at the 
Wadi A1 Muluke Street in Haifa 
— Palestine. 

Abu Talal was recently inter- 
viewed by A1 Rai Arabic daily 
which published his photograph 
and a statement in which he 
voiced dismay over unfavourable 
news about the situation in the 
Arab World. But he said that he 
(fid not despair. In the interview 
marking A1 Ra’i’s 20th 
anniversary, Abu Talal wished 
the daily continued progress. 


Correction 

In its report on “Jordan-German development schemes to involve 

* women” by Nor Sati appearing in Mondays edition, the Jordan 

• limes erroneously said that “a questionnaire was distribnted to 
men and women on the role of women in different sectors.’ The 
report should have read ‘the questionnaire was distributed to the 
beady of the GTZ projects on how they see women's role in tbese 
projects.’ The Jordan Times regrets the mistake. - 
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EXHIBITIONS 

ft Art exhibition Ity Iraqi artist Harem A1 Bustani at the Houring 
Bank GaBery. 

■ ^ p^ a iMwi of pamriy by JordadiD artist Mohammad Abu 
Zrriq at AHa Art Gallery. 


Gallery of Fine Arts, Jaferi Luwefiideh. 


Centre. 

ptactir art “AWAm by Mobmnad Bofis and Mmtira A1 
Tanistyya at the Orthodox Ch*. 

☆ iMMHnn of e mbr oider y and hand-made Items at the PM- 
teddpldB Hotel lobby — ( 8 ajn. - 11 *m.). 

Exharitionofp^tiagsbyAliTakhfflidRafc’NasuiatAhdiii 

HmnredSMnnanFnnidation GaBery — opening cerereoity at 7 
p.m. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

ft German Bn “Der Bruch” at the Rejol Cdbnl 

Centre — Bpja. 



Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister 
Thonqan AI BQudawi (left) Monday receives 


Vladimir Phllipovitdi, head of a Russian par- 
fiamentary delegation visiting Amman 


Minister meets with Russian delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime MinikcT and Education 
Minister Thouqan Al Hindawi 
told a visiting team representing 
the parliament of the Russian 
Federation Monday that Moscow 
ought to play a more! realistic role 
in helping to halt the Jewish 
settlements programme in the 
occupied Arab lands. 

The ongoing settlement prog- 
ramme, which defies U.N. re- 
solutions and the continued Jew- 
ish immigration to Palestine are 
bound to have veiy serious effects 
on the current Middle East peace 
process, on the Arab and Palesti- 
nian rights in Palestine and on 
Jordan, said die minister at a 
meeting with the team in his 
office. 

In reviewing the region’s issues 
and regional and international 
questions which have an impact 
on the Middle East, Mr. Hindawi 
stressed that Jordan was fully 


committed to the peace process in 
line with U.N. Security Council 
resolutions and be voiced appre- 
ciation of Moscow’s role and 
efforts to make the talks achieve 
success. 

Mr. Hindawi and the Russian 
delegation, led by Vladimir Phili- 
povfrcfa, reviewed scopes of eco- 
nomic and trade cooperation in 
the presence of the Russian 
ambassador to Jordan. 

. The Russian parliamentary 
team beard a similar call on Mos- 
cow to help stop Jewish immigra- 
tion from Russia to occupied 
Palestine at a meeting with 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi. 

Mr. Lawzi said that the immig- 
rants are being housed and set- 
tled in lands from which the 
Palestinian people have been 
evicted. 

Discussion at the meeting co- 
vered cultural, parliamentary, 
economic and trade cooperation 


between Jordan and the Russian 
Federation. Mr. Philipovitch told 
Mr. Lawzi that his country back- 
ed continued efforts to establish a 
just and durable peace in the 
Middle East region. 

Later, Mr. Lawzi accompanied 
the Russian parliamentary team 
on a visit to the Royal Scientific 
Society (R5S) where they met 
Dr. Hani Mulki, the RSS presi- 
dent. to hear an outline about the 
work of various departments. 

Dr. Mulki spoke about the 
development of the RSS, its prog- 
rammes and benefits to the local 
communities, noting that the RSS 
was keen on promoting coopera- 
tion with Russian scientific in- 
stitutions. 

Dr. Mulki extended an invita- 
tion to Russian scientific research 
institutions through the Russian 
team to visit the RSS to discuss 
cooperation between the two 
sides in a number of fields. 


Artists break out with the abstract 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The outburst of 
artistic activities that grasped 
Jordan this prolific spring is 
joined by -two more Iraqi 
artists,. Rafis’,. Nasri and AH ^ 
Taleb. wbtxareeidribiteig their f,L 
works at .tbe ^Vbdnl Hamced ^ 
Shoman Fotmdatidrf Gallery. 

Hie works of the two artists, 
mostly abstract acrylic on pap- 
er, beautifully complement 
each other, sire and colour- 
wise when the eye first takes 
them in. 

The techniques though differ 
and so does the thematic. 

A first group of Mr. Nasri’s 
paintings, big canvases of oil- 
like aery He on canvas, are rep- 
resentations of cloudy, almost 
downcast skies out of which, 
suddenly, out of a corner of the 
frame, appears a diff or a 
tongue of land, hanging in 
eternity, abandoned to the fury 
of an unrestrained nature. 

Here and there, faint traces 
of wrecked ships or of science 
fiction landscape are barely 
discrenable. Dots and lines, 
which the artist means to use to 
give more movement to the 
unleashed elements, are 
omnipresent 

The impressive colours vary 
from very dark to electric blue, 
passing through all possible 
nuances to reach a salmon 
pink, grey or orange. 

Another group of paintings, 
acrylic on paper, powerfully 
transpose you in a barren land- 
scape under a cold, wintry, fity 
orange sky. Debris fitters the 
ground as if after a huge ato- 
mic explosioa. The works give 
place to thought and question- 
ing. 

Five paintings of odd shapes, 
in a predominantly dark colour 
acrylic on Chinese paper, 
could easily be a representa- 
tion of the big bang theory. 
From nebulous shapes in con- 
tinuous eruption, tiny dusters 
of matter seem to be trying to 
get away into their own orbit, 
getting their own fife. The diz- 
zying movement cannot be 
contained by the paper painted 
to its very edge. The dark 
colours, brightened tty patches 
of grey, mustard, rust, send 
you back to the beginning of 
time. 

To give some rest to the eye, 
foe five paintings are flanked 
‘on either side for a group of 
smaller paintings whose dark 
colours are mellowed by the 
wide ‘ ochre-beige framing 
background. While one group 
has the ever-present playful 
dots and intersecting lines that 
gjve it life, the second has 
mostly the representation of 
foe Arabic letter “wan” (liter- 
ally meaning “and”) and of the 
mathematical sign of phs (a 
cross) which actually allows the 
viewer to add to the interpreta- 
tion of foe works or means to 
convey the message that the 
work is not actually finished, 
that things and ideas could be 
added. 



A work by Iraqi artist Afi Taieb on exhibit at the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation GaBery 


Etchings, with a predomi- 
nant dark -stripe pushed aside 
to make way for some light 
space crowded with abstract 
representations, and two 
shades, with the cloudy sky in 
blue and orange nuances, seem 
to complete foe circle of Mr. 
Nasri’s exhibits. But they 
would not be exhausted with- 
out mentioning three big 
frames with a tinge of sufic 
mysticism where thick brush- 
strokes intersect to create 
movement and an interaction 
between the inner and outer 
space. 

One of Afi Taleb’s group of 
.works uses the collage techni- 
que. Paper and thick acrylic 
are combined with carton to 
give volume to his abstract 
representations! The top of 
these paintings is dark, tire 
bottom lighter. Strokes of light 
colours give an air of glee, 
interrupt the otherwise somber 
mood. 

From abstract he passes to 
the organic.' TTie main theme 
of four of his works seems to 
be the heart. Alone, on a dark 
background, inride an hourg- 
lass wedged within a vertical 
tunnel, abstractly inscribed or 
organically represented, with 
veins or arteries protruding, 
the heart is beating in tbese 
works. 

I n t e rrupting another biolo- 
gical representation, this time 
of the head, is one odd frame, 
in pastel colours, of a vaguely 
contoured chair/throne. But 
the abstract is present even in 
this classical work. The fore-’ 
ground is thus taken by an 
amorphous entity of well- 


delineated shape and dark col- 
ours contrasting the back- 
ground. 

One abstract group of works 
follows; the big frames have 
one distinct colour in the back- 
ground: dark grey, red or 
green on which life is repre- 
sented by an arched window, a 
bird or columns. 

The human head, an obses- 
sion with Mr. Taieb, gets to 
have all kinds of representa- 
tions. Two monumental -size 
paintin g? have four heads. One 
in normal position, for refer- 
ence maybe, and three upside 
down. Coloured drops fad) on 
these robotic, grotesque masks 
and stay there, illuminating 
them. 

From abstract to almost 
biologically represented, from 
framed to an independent rep- 
resentation, the heads are 
there, blindfolded or smoking, 
real life images or imagined 
creations. One big frame, an 
absurd, Kafirian representa- 
tion, has a male head placed on 
a woman’s body. The duality 
suggested for it is strengthened 
by the next frame, that of two 
seated, exotic figures, taken 
from profile, looking into the 
horizon, expecting things to 
happen or life to go by. 

The most impressive paint- 
ing, though, is that of a dark, 
antique-looking frame. A 
frame within a frame (interac- 
tion between contained space 
and foe cosmos), the painting 
could be taken for a very old 
family picture kept with love 
like a precious relic. A sense of 
perspective is created by col- 
our play. 


More deputies join m 
support of physicians 


By Mariam M. Shahfn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc of the Lower 
House of Parliament Monday 
decided to sponsor the cause of 
the “striking doctors” and 
attempt to ensure their accre- 
ditation by the Jordan Medical 
Board (JMB) as the doctors 
continued their hunger strike 
in front of the Ministry of 
Health for the ninth consecu- 
tive day. 

Amman Deputy Abdul Aziz 
Jaber confirmed that a delega- 
tion of Muslim Brotherhood 
deputies had met until past 
mid-night Sunday with repre- 
sentatives of the 250 striking 
doctors to discuss their de- 
mands with members of the 
Jordanian Medical Association 
(JMA). 

“We met, we heard what 
each ride had to say and we 
made our conclusions,’’ Mr. 
Jaber told the Jordan Times. 

“We believe that foe vast 
majority of the physicians who 
are being denied accreditation 
from the Medical Board arc 
being treated unfairly,” said 
Mr. Jaber. 

While members of foe JMA 
attended Sunday night’s meet- 
ings, the invited members of 
the JMB did not show up, said 
spokesman of the striking doc- 
tors, Dr. Haidar Madani. 

Muslim Brotherhood de- 
puties Hamzeh Mausour, 
Sheikh Abdul Munem Abu 
Zant and Jaber will meet with 
tiie members of foe Medical 
Board m the next 24 hours to 
discuss foe strikers’ grieyances. 

The case of the physicians 
who have been denied accre- 


ditation for specialities they 
had obtained at various inter- 
national medical schools began 
last year and came to a head 
when Amman Deputy Man- 
sour Murad presented their 
complaints to the Lower 
House during its last regular 
session. Consequently an esti- 
mated 350 of foe original 600 
physicians involved were 
ited accreditation by the 


The board, while not refus- 
ing to accredit any of the appli- 
cants. stalled their approval for 
as long three years in some 
cases, doctors say. The board 
claims that the universities 
some of the applicants studied 
in did not meet Jordanian 
academic standards. The doc- 
tors countered by saying that 
they did meet academic stan- 
dards and that the Jordanian 
government recommended 
that Jordanians study in these 
institutions in the first place. 

Spokesman Madani argued 
that foe accreditation of 350 is 
□ot enough. “All qualified 
doctors must receive accredita- 
tion. Otherwise we will remain 
on strike and camp out in front 
of the Ministry of Health for a 
year if need be,” he said. 

Since he himself received his 
accreditation six weeks ago. 
Dr. Madani said: “We have 
been lobbying to get accredita- 
tion for the rest of our col- 
leagues.” 

The embittered doctors, 
who have been sleeping in 
tents in the Health Ministry’s 
parking lot, claim the 
bureaucratic leaders of tire 
medical profession in Jordan is 
totally corrupt. 

“It’s like the mafia,” said 
one striking doctor. “The 


medical association, the medic- 
al board, the Ministry of 
Health are being run by special 
interest groups whose main 
concern is to get rich,” said foe 
doctor, who is a graduate of an 
Italian medical school. 

Many of the striking doctors 
say that they already work as 
specialists although only their 
genera! practitioners degree 
has been accredited by the 
JMB. 

“We work in our specialised 
fields in poorer parts of town 
and in rural areas, but we do 
not officially have permission 
to do so.” said one female 
gynaecologist working at the 
AI Bashir Hospital in Amman. 
“We are allowed to practise 
our specialities in the rural 
areas such as Tafileh or Maan 
or Karak — but not in Am- 
man, where we are prevented 
from practising our specialisa- 
tions." 

Several striking physicians 
charged that “the mafia," as 
they put it, Amman-based 
physicians are worried that 
their fees could decrease if 
several hundred doctors enter 
the “market.” 

“If this was not the case,” 
said one female doctor, “then 
why would they allow a doctor 
to work as a specialist in Karak 
and not in Amman? Is the 
person in Karak a guinea a 
pig?" 

The anger of the striking 
physicians, 24 of whom sleep in 
the parking lot, is great and the 
problems they have exposed 
are unlikely to disappear un- 
less a foil investigation is laun- 
ched into how the medical pro- 
fession is scrutinised and on 
what basis. Deputy Murad told 
foe Jordan Times. 


Jordanian exports on the rise, officials say 


By Hassan Aqeel 

AMMAN (Petra) — Thanks to 
dose cooperation between the 
public and private sectors in Jor- 
dan, exports of Jordanian pro- 
ducts have been on the increase 
in the past two decades, reaching 
JD .771. million by the end of 
1991, according to Ministry of 
Industry and Trade officials, 
: ‘ £ Tn the 1980s, the total volume 
of Jordan's exchanged trade with 
Arab and foreign countries stood 
at JD 1,291 million annually, 
rising to JD 2,431 milfion annual- 
ly by the end of last year, accord- 
ing to Marwan A wad, the minis- 
try’s secretary-general. 

Mr. Awad said that between 
1989 and 1991, the country's ba- 
lance of trade with India, Indone- 
sia, Yemen, the United Arab 
Emirates, Pakistan, the Philip- 


pines, Sudan, Libya and Bang- 
ladesh was in favour of Jordan, 
although the Kingdom’s balance 
of trade with American and 
European countries was iu favour 
of the other countries. 

For example, Jordan’s trade 
with India registered a favourable 
surplus of JD 107 million, by the 
end of 1990, followed by Indone- 
sia at JD 23 million, Mr. Awad 
noted. • 

lire Ministry of Industry and 
Trade is now taking immediate 
measures to help promote its 
domestic and external trade and 
stimulate Jordan’s ties with Euro- 
pean countries, Mr. Awad 
announced. He said that by the 
end of 1991, the total number of 
Jordanian merchants involved in 
:import/export operations stood at 
9,000, up from 2,500 in 1989, 
which reflects foe Kingdom's re- 


moval of all barriers and restric- 
tions in the way of free trade with 
other countries. 

In cooperation with other con- 
cerned departments, the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade was striv- 
ing to increase national exports to 
foreign countries, including the 
United States, fort there is need 
for concerned Jordanian circles to 
have a. national strategy on ex- 
ports, ■ reducing formalities and 
encouraging exports through 
other available means, Mr. Awad 
noted. 

According to Bassam Kasas- 
beh, director of the ministry’s 
Studies and Planning Depart- 
ment. Jordan's main exports are 
phosphate, potash and cement, 
which are bringing in an average 
of JD 324 million annually, 
accounting for 53 per cent of the 
country’s total exports. 


Bloc members call for political groups' 
adherence to National Charter, Constitution 


AMMAN (Petra) — Members of 
four different blocs in the Lower 
House of Parliament have under- 
fined the need for all political 
groups to adhere to foe National 
Charter and the Jordanian Con- 
stitution in foe course of promot- 
ing the democratic process in the 
Kingdom. 

Addressing a seminar held at 
foe Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
in Amman, the four deputies 
stressed foe need for quiet and 
constructive dialogues among the 
various groups. 

Those addressing he seminar 
were Dr. Fawzi Tuehneh from the 
Constitution Bloc, Yousef Al 
Azm from foe Muslim Brother- 
hood, Suleiman Arar from the 
National Bloc and Bassam Had- 
dadin from foe Democratic Bloc. 

Dr. Tueuneh warned against 


the emergence of numerous poli- 
tical groups since, be said, the 
great number of parties would 
not be beneficial or a positive 
contribution to the democratic 
process. He said that all groups 
ought to adhere to foe National 
Charter as a framework for any 
political action in the country. 

His views were slightly 
opposed by Deputy Suleiman 
Arar who said that the great 
number of political parties was a 
sign of health and there was no 
fear about democracy in the 
country. 

The coming parliamentary 
elections would no doubt lead to 
a merger of a great number of 
parties which hold similar views, 
Mr. Arar noted. 

He said that a new law on 
political parties, which is still to 
be issued, would complicate mat- 


ters for foe political parties be- 
cause they would not have suffi- 
cient time to organise their sup- 
porters before the next year’s 
elections. 

Deputy Bassam Haddadin 
agreed with Mr. Arar and said 
that the great number of parties 
was a healthy sign and should not 
be a source of concern. But, be 
noted, a dialogue among foe va- 
rious groups ought to continue. 
He said that political parties' 
actions should mark foe first step 
in democratic work towards the 
building of a modern state. 

He demanded that political fac- 
tions, other than those repre- 
sented in Parliament, should be 
involved in discussing foe politic- 
al parties law so that it could 
reflect the views of the largest 
possible section of the Jordanian 
public. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN NOOR AL HUSSEIN 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY/NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

AND 

THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
PRESENT 

THE RENOWNED ENGUSH PIANIST 
JOHN BRIGGS 
IN A PIANO RECITAL IN JERASH 
ON THURSDAY, MAY 28, 1992 AT 8:00 PM 
TOURISTS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD WILL ATTEND THEPERFORMANCE 
' TICKETS ARE FOR JD 12.000 PER PERSON AND AVAILABLE AT: 

* AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL TEL: 660100 * SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL TEL: 685311 
* BABICHE TEL: 661322 * ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB TEL: 815261 
* THE ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE TEL: 661026 
* THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY TEL: 687620 

AN OPTIONAL DINNER AT THE LEBANESE HOUSE FOR JD 8.000 PER PERSON FOLLOWS THE RECITAL 
’ TRANSPORTATION IS OPTIONAL FOR JD 2.000 PER PERSON 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE FUND OF TALENTED MUSIC STUDENTS 
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Martyrs or sacrificial lambs? 


LIBYAN LEADER M Dammar Qadhafi has a good reason to 
voice confidence that a solution will be found for the 
standoff that developed between his government and the 
U.N. Security Council over the Pan Am flight bombing over 
Scotland in 1988. For one thing, Libya had announced last 
Thursday that it accepts U.N. Security Council Resolution 
731 calling on it to renounce terrorism and will even hand 
over to Britain documents related to alleged Arab aid to the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA). Even more important is tbe 
new posture by Tripoli on bow to deal with the two Libyans 
suspected of blowing op tbe American airliner which m fact 
has been evolving since the crisis erupted between Tripoli on 
one hand and Washington and London on the other. 

It is a rather simple formula that was floated right at the 
start of the dispute but was never picked up at the outset 
with the necessary degree of seriousness that it deserved. 
Simply put, the Libyan authorities are now saying what they 
have been saying all along that while they will not forcefully 
surren der tbe two accused Libyans to either Scotland or tbe 
U.S. for trial, they will not oppose any voluntary acceptance 
by these two men to stand fair trial under either jurisdic- 
tion. Most probably, the two Libyans will soon announce 
their readiness to proceed to Scotland or the U.S. for trial 
provided they are guaranteed a fair trial. 

Given the publicity that their case eqjoys and the 
existence of many counter and conflicting views as to who 
has actually bombed Pan Am flight 103 out of the sky , there 
wfll be many legal observers on hand to pursue every legal 
step taken in the conduct of the trial of the Libyans. Arab 
jurists may also apply for permission to attend the trial and 
may even insist that eminent Arab lawyers be assigned to the 
team which will defend tbe suspects. 

True, by so doing Libya would look more and more like 
succumbing to Western pressure by balding their own 
domestic laws on extraditing their own natinnak to foreign 
buds for trial. It is also true that Libyan cooperation and 
yielding on thk point would create dangerous precedents 
undo* international law, which in itself docs not obligate 
Libya to make such compromises. But given tbe realities of 
the case and the fact that Washington and London are 
calling most if not all of the shots in the U.N. Security 
Council, Tripoli is acting wisely by playing ball on the 
dispute. As long as the two Libyan men leave their country 
voluntarily, it can always be maintained that there was no 
“state action” in the whole affair and that the Libyan' 
government has not flouted its own legislations as well as 
international law on the subject by amply giving their 
nationals die right to leave their own country for whatever 
reason they choose. Of course the whole world might think 
tint as a matter of feet the Libyan leadership has applied 
pressure on tbe two Libyans to surrender to foreign 
jurisdictions by probably convincing them that their act is 
tantamount to martyrdom or by pressuring them to just go. 
Either way, by walking the aide to tbe altar of justice in 
foreign countries, the two Libyan suspects would in effect be 
saying to the world and to themselves: Let us save our 
country from probable destruction and save ourselves from 
being hounded for ever here. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WE HAD hoped that an August organisation like UNESCO 
would not involve itself in matters that would cast suspicion on its 
intentions and behaviour and we had hoped that UNESCO would 
only concern itself with matters related to culture and education, 
said A1 Ra’ai Arabic daily Monday. The paper said that by 
interfeiing in matters related to Islamic holy places, like the 
Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, UNESCO has offered to serve as 
part of the so-called new world order with evil designs against the 
holy places of Jerusalem. UNESCO should realise that the holy 
places are not museums or historical sites requiring restoration 
but rather sacred shrines for tbe Muslims; it should realise that the 
upkeep of such shrines is the sole responsibility of the Jordanian 
and Palestinian people, represented by a Jordanian-appointed 
committee that has been taking care of the shrines over the past 
five decades, the paper said. Therefore, any attempt on the part 
of UNESCO to interfere in such matters can be regarded as evil 
and could be interpreted as a move to help the Israelis ensure 
their domination over Arab and Islamic holy places id Palestine, 
the paper continued. UNESCO should realise that A1 Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of the Rock, like all the other Christian 
and Islamic holy places in Jerusalem, are not Roman 
amphitheatres or ordinary archaeological sites requiring repair, 
but are holy shrines, the paper added. It said that UNESCO, 
whose work had been mocked at by Great Britain and the United 
States in the past yean, should not serve as a tool in the hands of 
the Zionists and their Western allies. 


A COLUMNIST in A! Dustour daily Monday quoted the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem as appealing to the Arab World 
for help in the face of Israeli atrocities against the holy places in 
occupied Palestine and Jerusalem. The Patriarch is seeking help 
from the Arab World in vain, since the Arabs have sold 
themselves out to America and can be of no use to the 
Palestinians or to the holy places they are trying to protect from 
tbe Zionist onslaught, said Munes A1 Ramaz. The Patriarch did 
not ask for financial help from the Arabs, but for help in dealing 
with the cancerous disease that has been spreadmgi in the holy 
land, said the writer. He said that the Patriarch should not be 
optimistic at all, because tbe Arabs have sold themselves to the 
Americans and their allies, the enemies of the Arab World and 
the holy shrines. The patriarch is seeking a ray of hope, but 
although this ray of hope is found in the intifada and the 
democracy in Jordan, this is far from being sufficient to confront 
the common enemy and its practices, said the writer. He said that 
tiie Arabs have their own cancerous disease called “dissension” 
and “divisions” and they have dosed their ears to any call for help 
coming to them from the occupied lands. The writer said that the 
Palestinians, in their struggle for freedom and for the protection 
of the holy places, are fighting the battle alone with their backs to 
the wail; and they should realise that no appeals for help can 
teach the dosed ears in the Arab World. 


The View From Fourth Circle 


By Rami 6. Khomi 


The future passes through Irbid 


Two recent developments may be important signals that Jordan is 
firmly on the path to a more sophisticated, meaningful, and 
responsive domestic political system, based on the triple princi- 
ples of partidpation, accountability and pluralism. The two 
developments I refer to are tbe recent public opinion poll by 
Yarmouk University, and tbe municipal elections in Irbid. 

The poll revealed strong public scepticism, even disenchant- 
ment, with the performance of Parliament. Over 80 per cent of 
the people polled were not happy with Parliaments performance, 
and nearly three-quarters felt that parliament had become a 
means for deputies to become cabinet minis ten. Two-thirds 
wanted Parliament dissolved and new elections held, and half said 
they would vote for the Islamic movement in new elections. 

This deep voter backlash against Parliament is an important 
milestone in Jordan's slow transition to a more democratic 
political system, for it indicates early stirrings of a demand for 
greater political accountability. Tbe parliamentary experience is 
new to Jordanian political culture (previous parliaments being 
relegated to the category of historical nice-tries-but-not-real- 
thing). It is unrealistic to expect either the MPs or the public to 
shift smoothy from the old to the new. the transition we are 
witnessing today involves the transfer of brute political and 
economic power from the executive branch to a more complex 
array of actors that includes the legislative and judicial brandies, 
the press, non-governmental organisations and pressure groups, 
unions, professional associations, and other political actors. 

People and institutions rarely give up or share power voluntari- 
ly, and when they do the process b often erratic or even messy. 
This is the stage we are at in Jordan today. Most MPS are using 
their new public status as means of improving their quality of life 
and helping those whom they consider to be their immediate 
priority supporters, whether related to them by blood or by 
regional or other affiliations. Some. MPs seek cabinet positions. 
Others want to settle old scores. Others yet are simply enjoying 
die limelight and experimenting with their newfound power. Most 
of them are still enjoying the joyride, free of the burden of being 
held accountable to the voters on the basis of performance. 

Tbe Yarmouk poll should be a timely reminder to the MPs that 
next year they will have to stand for reelection, at a time when the 
mood of the voters is rather critical of Parliament's performance. 
The fact is, the joyride is almost over. Voters are becoming more 
demanding, and more sophisticated. It was novel and pleasant 
during the last three years to celebrate Jordan’s transition to the 
first stages of democratic pluralism. It was acceptable to overlook 
the inherent weaknesses of the domestic democratic structure, 
because the fading away of the old, top-heavy, often autocratic 
order was such a welcomed relief, tire only people who com- 
plained about the political transition three years ago were-ihe 


power structure bureacrats, lifelong apparachniks, and profes- 
sional patriarchs who were uncomfortable with the concept of 
political accountability. They liked to wield absolute power and 
they did so with great ease. 

Now, we have started on the second stage of the transforma- 
tion, which involves people becoming more active in bedding their 
political representatives accountable. This is perhaps the pivotal 
lesson of the Irbid municipal elections, where a reform slate won 
eleven of the twelve seals and the Islamic movement only took 
one seat. 

Conventional wisdom will see the Irbid results as a rejection of 
the Islamic movement, and a triumph for more traditional, 
moderate, and secular political tendencies. This is only partly 
correct. The fuller picture is that the defeat of the Islamists will 
probably prod them to regroup and come up with a more precise 
electoral programme and more efficient administrators. Tbe 
Islamic movement had dominated the local political scene in Irbid 
for over a decade, and had been gaining strength throughout the 
rest of the country. Why should it suddenly lose power in Irbid? I 
would suggest several reasons. 

First, the Islamists were tbe only organised political group that 
could work in public, and as such they mobilised their full support 
in the 1989 parliamentary elections. The other political tenden- 
cies, from and pan-Arab nationalists to pro-government moder- 
ates, technocrats, and traditional tribalists, have now started to 
work in public as well, and it is natural that they should improve 
their showing. 

Second, when tbe Islamists made the transition from an 
opposition group in the 1980s to incumbent members of die 
political establishment after 1989, they lost some of their aura as 
ever-righteous and infallible purveyors of God’s truth. When they 
joined the horse-trading in Parliament and jockeyed for positions 
in the cabinet, they suddenly looked like die real people and 
skilled politicians that they are. If it was OK for them to act like 
politicians, it was also OK for the people to treat them as 
politicians. 

Thud, the people of Irbid finally decided to hold the Islamists 
accountable as public servants, rather than as sources of religious 
truth and emotional relief. The municipal council of Irbid was 
elected to deal with municipal problems and basic human needs. 
Tbe voters probably decided that the last several councils, 
dominated by Islamists, did not respond fully to local people's 
needs. So, the Islamists were unceremoniously thrown out of 
office. Their religious message remains valid, and their emotional 
appeal strong. But their job rating as public servants appears low. 
They need to improve their performance as polituaans and 
administrators, not as religious leaders. 

The fact that half tbe respondents in the Yarmouk poll said they 


would vote for Islamist candidates indicates that the Islamic 
movement remains the single most powerful political force in tbe 
country. But this seems to contradict the Islamists’ defeat in Irbid. 
How can the two be reconciled? Probably by the feet that we are 
in the early stages of democratisatiou, when voters are learning to 
sort out emotional appeals from practical political responses. We 
are learning about accountability, which remains the single most 
important principle of democratic politics. 

The parliamentary elections scheduled for autumn 1993 will see 
this dynamic of political accountability expanded to cover. the ; 
entire country. The advent of political parties — e xp ected later 
this year — should significantly reduce tbe number of candidates 
running in each electoral district, while improving their capacity 
to address the issues that are important to the voters. The voters, 
in return, will have a more dear choiep, and thus may be able to 
pressure parties- to respond to the country’s real needs. 

Those parties that respond to human needs win be reelected, 
and those that do not wfll be forgotten. There is nothing Bce tbe 
threat of political obtiviou to attract the attention of a politician, 
and political oblivion has suddenly made itself felt as a force in 
domestic politics. The Irbid election indicates that voters will now 
bold their public officials accountable, and the Yarmouk poll 
suggests that many incumbent MPs will be thrown out of office 
unless they improve their performance and their image among the 
public. 

This is an optimistic scenario. Reality may [wove rather 
different. Voters may get tired, or confused. Apathy may set in. 
Politicians or anden regime elements in the power structure may 
try to buy off voters with favours, promises, assistance, or 
financial aid. The power of Parliament may be eroded by the 
executive and other branches of government. The press may fall 
back into its old ways as cheerleader for the government and tbe 
wider national power structure. Or, we may face an Algeria 
scenario where the power structure gets fed up with the 
democratisatiou process and clamps down firmly to suspend or 
end the current transition to democratic pluralism. Economic 
hardship or domestic discontent would make such an option 
attractive to some people. 

I am not so pessimistic. I am convinced dial the same forces of 
grassroots demands for justice dignity and political participation 
that have brought us this far will continue to drive the political 
transformation of Jordan and the rest of the Middle Eas t . The 
main lesson to be learned from these recent developments is that 
any group that wields majority power, whether traditional 
patriatrhs or new-look Islamists, will remain accountable to the 
political verdict of the people they are supposed to serve. If this 
principle bolds — and I believed it will — we should have little to 
fear from continued political change. Tbe people are smart. 



Different worlds, different perceptions and a cry for justice 


By Marik Power-Stevens 


AMMAN — The implementation 
of sanctions against Libya, fol- 
lowing so soon after the Gulf 
War, has caused a sense of out- 
rage and foreboding in Jordan 
and the Arab World generally. In 
the West such policies have been 
couched in terms such as “legiti- 
mate” and “lawful;” here such 
terms are seen as being selective-, 
ly applied and dismissive of legiti- 
mate Arab grievances. 

The assessment of Western 
policies in the Arab World, by 
Western analysts, while running 
counter to the perceptions in the 
region is not necessarily one that 
is shared by everybody in the 
West. The way Arab and West- 
ern policies interact can be a 
different story to different people 
in Europe and the U.S. 

The recent election in Britain, 
like most before it, was fought 
primarily on domestic issues, with 
foreign policy constituting a neg- 
ligible factor in voters delibera- 
tions. This comparative lack of 
interest in foreign affairs affords 
the British government a relative- 
ly free-hand in foreign policy, and 
it is a free-hand which is further 
strengthened by the unquestion- 
ing support the Conservative Par- 
ty receives from the bulk of tbe 


British tabloid press. Without 
having read the popular British 
press’ coverage of the Libyan 
sanctions issue, I can ima gin e the 
bombardment of phrases such as 
“international law,” “justice” 
and “terrorists” which the vast 
majority of the British people will 
have been subjected too. 

Here, in Jordan, all assess- 
ments of Western behaviour to- 
wards the Arab World are judged 


facing dire economic and social 
problems domestically and which 
has always had trouble formulat- 


has always had trouble formulat- 
ing a coherent and consistent 
foreign policy, but with reference 
to the Middle East and the U.N., 
and to the detriment of both, the 
U.S. is currently the unchal- 
lenged play-maker. 

Recent articles in tbe Jorda- 
nian 'Arabic and English press 


by the one enduring standard: 
How does the West treat Israel 


How does the West treat Israel 
on corresponding issues? And it 
is fairly safe to say that on all such 
issues, the WesCgriaims of legi- 
timacy, justice and morality, are 
deemed to be at the least baseless 
and at the most insulting. This is 


have jprovided a valuable insight- 
info Jordanian perceptions of the* 


having an increasingly adverse 
effect on the image of the United 


Nations here, which is increasing- 
ly being perceived as a tool which 
the North can use to impose it’s 
new colonialism on the South. 

It is symptomatic of the U.S.' 
current dominant world role that 
the terms “the U.S.” and “the' 
West” are becoming increasingly 
interchangeable. The perception 
in the Middle East, and, to an 
extent, in Europe as well is that 
European interests, and U.N. 
will, are largely subordinate to 
the dictates of Washington. This 
may be flattering a state which is 


West and it’s new weapon — the 
United Nations. 

There have been numerous re- 
ferences to the fear that the West- 
ern powers, under the U.N. 
umbrella, are intent on liquidat- 
ing the Arab forces one by one, 
and that Arab/Islamic disunity 
will only facilitate this. This has 
manifested itself in calls for Syria, 
cited as being the next target for 
Western aggression, to improve 
relations with Iraq, and for Iraq 
and Iran to desist from fighting, 
in order to strengthen the Arab/ 
Islami c nation in the face of the 
common threat. A writer in A1 
Ra’i summed this up by stating 
that there is a need for the Arabs 
to “create a new reality” in order 
to prevent a “new era of col- 
onialism.” 

The Security Council is com- 
monly being characterised as a 


tool which allows “the colonial 
powers to further impose their 
will on the Third World.” Tbe 
call for an Arab/IsIamioThird- 
World grouping as a counter- 
weight to such a threat is thus 
quite logical. It is a sad fact that 
after years of paralysis at the 
Security Council its new-found 
freedom of action is being utilised 
to serve the. interests of its most 
powerful constituent parts. 

Rather than addressing the prob- 
lems which lie at tbe heart of 
regions such as the Middle East, 
the Security Council appears to 
be perpetuating conflict in the 
region (such as the new bound- 
aries drawn between Kuwait and 
Iraq and the failure to address 
Israel’s nuclear programme). 
Would it be overly cynical to 
suggest that for a clearer under- 
standing of the reasons for such a 


Libya on tbe basis of ‘interna- 
tional legitimacy,” can only serve 
to increase Arab fears of the 
Wests’ real agenda. Garni! Matar, 
an Egyptian writer, concluded 
that the essence of the West’s 
policies is rooted in racial and 
cultural prejudice of all fun- 
damental Arab beliefs, including 
their le gitimate grievances. Given 
tire evidence of the “crushde”' 
against Iraq and Libya in contrast 
to the tolerance and support for 
Israel, it is hard to disagree with 
such a conclusion. Indeed, with 
the demise of the “Soviet threat," 
Israel, in an effort to justify a new 
strategic role for itself, has been 
strenously activating the notion of 
an “Islamic threat?’ based on 
what Israel characterises as the 
inherent aggression of Islamic 
societies, and also of Islam to- 
wards Christians and Jews. 


traditionally worked very dosety 
with the West, it seems that the 


with the West, it seems that the 
latest round of Western disregard 
for Arab sensibilities is causing 


alarm here. A comment by a 1 
diplomat highlights the U.S.’ 


diplomat hi ghligh t* the U.S.’ new 
sense of control in the post-cold 
war, post-Gulf war era vis-a-vis 

the Arab World: 

-•» 

■I don’t think Washington sees; 
an Arab landscape out mere any 
rottlfe. We see Egyptians,' Saudis, 
Libyans and Algerians. Whole 
there is still some appreciation of 
tbe concept of Arab solidarity, it 
no longer plays a role in .our 
calculations.” 

Divide and rule — the endur- 
ing tactic of tbe powerful minor- 
ity against the weak majority: 
This xs the Arab World’s weak- 
ness and the U.S.’ strength. 


policy one need only look at tbe 
figures for arms sales to the Mid- 


for arms sales to tbe Mid- 
st since the Gulf war? 


But of course the Wests’s poli- 
cies are also rooted in geo- 


The fuel on this fire of Arab 
discontent is the concurrent lade 
of Western action against “West- 
ern allies,” Israel and Turkey, 
both guilty of considerable abuses 
against the Palestinian and Kur- 
dish peoples respectively. Such a 
lack of action at a time when the 
West is confronting Iraq and 


strategic concerns, hence the sup- 
port for Turkey (which is consi- 
dered vital in the battle to ensure 
that the new Muslim Central 
Asian Republics develop along 
secular Turkish lines ana move 
into the Western camp, and not 
towards Iran) and the oil-rich 
Arab Gulf states. 


In Jordan, thecal! is for justice 
to be carried out, but carried out 
with equity. James Baker, the 
U.S. Secretary of State, recently 
stated: “The world trusts us with 
power ... they trust us. to do 
what’s right.” 

Well, Pm sorry Mr. Baker, but 
the view from Amman is very 
different. 


Although Jordan has always 


The writer r a Masters graduate in 
Middle-Eastern policies, is cur- 
rently working m Amman . .* 


Water scarcity may cause future wars, experts warn 


By Penelope Hocking- Vigie 
Reuter 


SOPHIA ANTIPOLIS, 
FRANCE — War will break out 
over water supplies if world lead- 
ers do not urgently tackle the 
threats from pollution, over- 
population and waste, experts 
warn. 

“There will be no peace in the 
world unless we are prepared to 
insure it now by tackling tbe 
problems of water, which in some 
areas are catastrophic,” said Ro- 
ger Berthelot, a United Nations 
development programme consul- 
tant. 

Mr. Berthelot spoke at an in- 
ternational forum here at which 
other experts said water scarcity 
would be one of tbe most urgent 
issues of the 21st century. 

Forty per cent of the world's 
population suffers from lack of 
water. Ninety per cent of diseases 
in developing countries are 
caused by unsanitary water condi- 
tions Or shortages. - 

In a recent report, the U.N. 
said an estimated 1.5 billion peo- 
ple (fid not have access to dean 
drinking water. 

Galloping population increases 
exacerbate the problem in poor 
countries, where traditional agri- 
cultural techniques require more 
water than modern ones. 

The forum held in this southern 
French technology park was 
sponsored by the United Nations, 
France’s Cooperation and De- 
velopment Ministry, and the In- 
ternational Office for Water, a 
French-based group which among 
Other things trains Third World tech- 
nicians iu water management. 

Mr. Berthelot said virulent dis- 
putes were simmering throughout 
Africa where 140 million people 






torically has used 80 per cent of’ 
these waters. 

For the first tune since Israel 1 * 
captured the West Bank in 1967,“’ A 
Israeli and Palestinian experts^ ‘ ' 
will bold direct talks on tbe prob- v — 

lem in Bethlehem in October. 


on 





“Water conflicts can be a ma- 
jor obstacle to peace in this re- 
gion,” said Professor Hillel Sh ov- 
al of Jerusalem’s Hebrew Uni- 
versity and co-president of the 
talks ■* 

“But a bold and just solution, 
which meets the legitimate needs 
of both partners, could provide 
an important motivation for 
peace.” 


* c-. . 

**. * -tw-i 


prof, wmeLsum seed TRyw m seve^i yelps to 


were dying of starvation mainly 
caused by drought. 

The drying-up of the Senegal 
River in West Africa, which irri- 
gates Senegal, Mauritania and 
Mali, is a devastating example. 

In certain villages of the three 
countries' border region, 40 per 
cent of the men have left, becom- 
ing what experts call “environ- 


mental refugees.” 

“Even in an average season, 
traditional crops hardly cover the 
farmers' own needs,” said Bakaiy 
Ouattara, coordinator of an orga- 
nisation set up to develop the 
river basin. 

Another crisis area is the Nile 
River basin, one ‘of the world's 
poorest regions with average per 


capita income in some countries 
as low as $120. 


The basin’s population of 240 
million is expected to fioable over 
the next two generations. 

Conflicting interests are 
thwarting attempts at coopera- 
tion between tbe Nile basin coun- 
tries over water resource de- 
velopment, Mr. Berthelot said. 


Rights to the waters Of the 
Jordan River, which runs along 
the borders of Jordan, Syria, 
Israel and tire occupied West 
Bank, have been at die centre of 
Middle East peace talks. 

Also disputed' is an under- 
ground source that flows from the 
mountains of the West Bank to 
the lowlands of Israel, which h« - 


In a region where water is 
cruelly scarce, the questions are 
complex: Does the disputed 
source belong to the country 
where the rain falls, where the 
wells are dug, where die river’s 
source lies or thro ugh which the 
river flows? 

Such questions are at the root 
of- a long-standing dispute be- 
tween Turkey, Iraq and Syrian 

The Tigris and Euphrates riv" 
ere have their sources in Turkey 
but are the main sources of Whter 
for Syria and Iraq. 

Damascus and Baghdad fear' 
that dams built tty Turkey will 
allow Ankara virtual control of 
both river basins. 

Experts at the forum were wor- 
ried that water scarcity would not 
be given enough attention at die 
-earth summit in Rio de J an eiro 
next mouth. 
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*Tt*s an okl problem, leas news- 
worthy than the hole iu.the ozone 
la yer o r the destruction of the 
Amazonian forest,” said Interna- 
tional Office for Water Director 
Jean-Francob Donzier. “But it is 
vital for tiie future.” 
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By Pascal B. Karmy 
There is a deep ye a rn in g among 
t afl Pales tinians in the diaspora for 

'.*•‘5: y. the return to their homeland de- 
sp* 1 ® th® fact that inany of them 
*?’ <!sf became rich or are well-off in the 
• '■■•zl’is*.. countries in winch they have been 


^1 /va.uiug 1 U 1 uuc 5 

homeland is only natural in bu- 
v man beings and is well expressed 
! 'f s *kd\, 3 \ by *e Arab poet Abu Tammam 
iT - A1 Tai'.as follows: “No matter 

' r:, ^.he/ 7p*t: how many homes a youth loves, 
be always yearns for his first 
* ” ktf v Ccv homdaid.” Or, as the American 
1:,: - J ™ rit tiv pod John Howard Payne ex- 

:t ' '•» presses it in hb poem *Ti omc s weet 

<* -H J lC ^ Home," “Mid pleasures and 
' - ^ ?. palaces though we may roam, be 
it ever so humble, there is no 


tered by the United Nations. The 
inhabitants counted about six 
thousand, Muslims and Christ- 
ians, all of whom were land or 
house-owners. In 1948, the in- 
habitants were either physically 
"Jed by the Jewish forces or 


The return journey to the homeland 


and the Russian Orthodox 
Church, dating fro m the tune of 
Csarist Russia as well as a small 
Arab Orthodox Church to serve 
the small Arab Orthodox com- 
munity. There are three a>n- 
j . . vents: for the Franciscan Sisters. 
hV u fear and panic after for the Rosary Sisters and for the 
^ ZXon Sisters. The W.P. observers 
■1Q4& ’ *at tfae ““wqws. churches and 

Benn anrihfeS 1 ^ rwv™ the convents now stand as 
sfokonlv Ya ^ museums for the people to visit 

C * CaWay and contemplate smstbere is no 
from tteir village. community to pray in them; 

Am Karem is one of die rare Israel prohibits the return of any 


: ,a ntk^il ever so humble 

• -jy;;', J.!’- a ?csv place like home.” 

I wish to recou 
- :*:e journey to his homeland of some- 
" v ’rlv 1 *: one 1 shall call the “Wandering 
“ : ^~ir Palestinian.” He has been 

~ ^ allowed to visit his native village 

• ■ -■■> ^ Ain Karetn, under Israeli occupa- 

<*i ^ * tion, from which he had been 

' i - T'-.j-iJ. expelled fourty-four years ago. 
’•:rs.: xv ‘ The Wandering Palestinian 
:-;j\ v,, (W.P) gives us a broad descrip- 

>!■_; -p‘_‘ ,r ‘ ■*! t tion of his native village and 

. "■ P'iUci' reminisces his happy childhood 
- andboyhood days. 

v ^* rem ® the biggest vfl- 

f.j r v.~ “ *5, fag® ™ Jerusalem district and is 

r, ‘ itfpf situated in soutb-west of it at a 
— ' 7 , ,in! fa* distance of about 8 kilometres. 
.. ofc-.. -.j. a ^ According to the Partition Plan of 
, " 1947 established by the United 

‘ h: 'faults N®* 1 ® 03 fa* - Palestine, the village 
'7 v ’ ::ji was included under the special 
dr>\e ;h- - x international status of Jernsalem 

• Mnifcc-: as.a Corpussepara t am 

-ivpnjgi^, (separate entity) to be adminis- 

'^cTier tr^. 


villages which had been, fortu- 
nately, spared destruction; the 
Israelis had destroyed hundreds if. 
not t h ousa n ds of Arah g iffrgpg in 
1948 and in 1967 so as to prevent 
the Palestinians from returning to 
their homes, on the one hand, 
and in order to build on their 
nuns settlements for the Jewish 
immigrants on the other. It was 
probably spared destruction on 
account of its wide area compris- 
ing high mountains and low val- 
leys and of the fact that it had 
many modern buildings and 
houses which the Jews used later 
for dwelling and for schools. (In 
effect our W.P. saw Moroccan 
and Algerian Jews living there, 
while on the top of one of its 
mountains the Israelis built 
Hadassa Hospital, and two big 
adjacent houses are used as a 
school). 

Our W.P. remembers that the 
two communities Muslims and 
Christians used to live in perfect 
harmony. There are two mosques 
in the village. There are several 
churches and monasteries, be- 
longing to the White Fathers 
Order, the Fhuitisican Monks 


of the original inhab i tan ts to their 
homes while it allows Jews from 
the farthest corner of theeazth to 
come and live there. The W.P. 
considers this to be indeed one 
one of Israeli racist policies. 

The W.P. recalls to his memory 
men sitting in the coffee-houses 

of the village, ripping coffee at 
faasnre, chatting and smoking 
narghile (hubble-bubble) or play- 
ing cards or backgammon. He 
remembers the beautiful 
vineyards and the grape-harvest 
time and the sprawling olive- 
groves, dating back to the Roman 
era. The olive trees have grown 
and in their shadow one could 
make his siesta cm a summer 
afternoon and doze with the 
chirping of die crickets as a lul- 
laby. 

He remembers his boyhood 
days when he used to go with his 
friends to those olive-groves, 
some distance away from the 
village, and saunter from one 
place to another carefree and 
happy, never the ugly idea pas- 
sing his mind that one miserable 
day he, his parents and his coun- 


trymen would be forced out of 
their native country and never 
allowed to return expect, 
perhaps, 'as individual foreign 
visitors. 

He remembers the green 
orchards which teemed with fruit- 
trees and the gardens full of 
vegetabels. 

Alas! They are no more there 
for sheer neglect. 

Our W.P. saw the village 
mountains still planted with the 
age-resisting cypresses, firs, pine- 
trees. He visited the so-called 
Muscovite mountain (Jabal A1 
Masco bryaa) where the Russian 
Orthodox sisters used to live in 
times of yore. During the Csarist 
regime, thousands of pious Rus- 
sian tourists used to come from 
Russia to visit the sacred shrines 
in the village which is traditional- 
ly known as the birthplace of St. 
John the Baptist. After the Bol- 
shevik Revolution, in 1917, the 
few remaining Russian sisters 
continued to live on that moun- 
tain in small, separate, cozy 
bouses surrounded with neat gar- 
dens. 

On this Muscovite mountain 
there still exists the beautiful 
Russian Church, of purely Rus- 
sian architectural design both in- 
side and on tbe the outside. In the' 
interior, one could gaz* with 
admiration and pleasure at the 
beautiful decorations and icons. 
During religious ceremonies per- 
formed by the Russian priests, 
the Russian sisters used to chant 
hymns of adoration to God with 
melodious and harmonious voices 
that lift the believer to celestial 
extasy. 

Our W.P. visited the monas- 
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The police of the 3rd millennium 


istice 


By Emmanuel Tb£venon 


• *r.. 


With electronic microscopes, 
genetic fingerprints and com- 
puterised files, the latest tech- 
nological innovations are now 
.i 7.77 part of the everyday life of the 
modern investigator. 

m Today, a modern police inves- 
tigation begins with astonishing 
i- r. , preliminary action. “Scene of the 
crime” technicians, who have. 
.. been specially trained not to dis- 
rafb the Slightest due;- get to the 


of two people have the same gene 
map, 

Knee this method was de- 
veloped by a Briton, A. Jeffreys, 
it has enabled dozens ' of victims 
to be identified, numerous cri- 
minals to be arrested (particularly 
in cases of rape) and also some 
people, who had been unjustly 
arrested, to be freed. 

Astonishing accuracy 

Other samples taken by techni- 
cians on the scene qf the crime 
are examined j n detail with an 


ware for identifying fingerprints. 
In tbe past, it took hours of 
painstaking research (which was, 
most often, fruitless) to manually 
find the identity of an individual 
from among six million listed 
cards. 

The new process, developed by 
a firm called “Morpho-Systeme,” 
consists in digitalising each fing- 
erprint and then codifying a hun- 
dred or so characteristic positions 
such as forks or dead-ends in the 


- place where the drama happened''* ®i“ tro ? uc seining microscope. . 

- „ fc.t »w;ku «■-**' This piece of equipment reveals 


as fast as possible. 

Wearing a surgeon’s cap, over- 
~ alls, gloves and overboots, with 
' ‘ meticulous care and using little 
• - ' - spatulas and adhesive-covered 
pads, they take samples of pow- 
;v : : : der on fingers, of blood stains or 

\" r 7 : y V of spenn, fragments of finger- 
^ 7 nails, scraps of material, grains of 
r' % 'Z. sand, etc., and place all these 
remains in little plastic bags. 

^ ^ jr - Indeed, it is possible to deter- 
_ mine the identity of a living or 
..-r> d®ad person, simply by analysing 
• a cubic milimetre of any organ 
. whatsoever from his body (in- 

■:i: : chiding blood, sperm, sweat, etc., 
but not red blood corpuscles). 
. r V/ This living matter is made up of 
~ thousands of cells whose nucleus 
contains DNA (deoxyribonucleic 
acid), a molecule which makes up 
y chromosomes and which can re- 
main unaltered for hundreds or 
- :jr. thousands of years. 

- 'The technique of “digital fing- 
erprints” is based on a detailed 
■ analysis of certain sequences of 
DNA. The special characteristic 
of these is that they are arranged 
iq an absolutely unique way for 
. ’ each individual. If the investiga- 

7.. J tion is carried out correctly, there 

7 . . . .. i -: tis less than one chance in a billion 

- — 


details with astonishing accuracy. 
In a way, it reveals the curriculum 
vita of a person, giving even tiny 
indications of daily life (traces 
of nicotine on the fingers of a 
smoker, copper or chrome on the 
teeth of a plumber, etc.). By 
enlarging a grain of sand from the 
shoe of a suspect, 200,000 times, 
a specialist can even indicate 
where it comes from and tbe 
various places he has been to. 

The French police, for exam- 
ple, has particularly efficient soft- 


the young victim to be identified 
rapidly. 

However, the very power of all 
these technological innovations 
can lead to abuse. That is why, in 
France, all the information stored 
on computer has to be authorised 
by the National Commissidh for 
Data-Processing and Liberty 
(CNIL). This organisation reg- 
ularly makes the police reduce 
the size of their files, as some of 
the data becomes obsolete for the 

lines. A computer programme for ^ u< ^ aary Instl 111,3011 
prnnt stored in the computer^- xope ^ frcc from 


memory, in a few minutes. 

In 1987, computer programmes 
for retouching pictures were also 
used to reconstitute tbe unrecog- 
nisable face of a little girl who 
had died after being horribly 
mutilated. From a photograph 
taken at tbe morgue, it had been 
posable to manipulate the picture 
in such a way as to present a face 
without wounds, with remodelled 
lips and looking alive. The pic- 
ture obtained in this way was then 
circulated in the press, allowing 


and raises numerous questions. 
For instance, should tbe results of 
these methods, which are reputed 
to be infallible, be considered as 
dues or as evidence? Should they 
not be corroborated by other 
elements from the investigation? 
Despite all these doubts, a man 
was sentenced to death in the 
United States in 1988 on a angle 
indisputable fact: the presence of 
his genetic fingerprint on the 
scene of the crime — L’actualite 
En France. 


arn 


“OPEN DAY FAIR” 

The Modem Education School- (< 

In A! Sweifieh, 7th Circle, will be holding "an Open-Day Fair" on 
Friday 22nd May, from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.. 

Its a fun day for the whole family and there will be many events 
taking place for all ages, in addition to bake-sales. 

Everyone is invited 


tery and the school of the White 
Fathers Order. The fatter and 
tbeir students used to pass part of 
the summer there as their princip- 
al school was in the old town of 
Jerusalem. The guardian and 
caretaker of the White Fathers 
school and property was known 
by the name of Spiro, he was 
Croatian from Yugoslavia. He 
was tall and robust, but soft- 
spoken, with a gentle, fatherly 
face and a long beard which gave 
him the appearance of a patriarch 
or one of tbe prophets. He was 
loved by all the inhabitants of the 
village. In summer, tbe village 
children used to help Spiro for a 
few piasters to pick grapes and 
press them with dean-washed 
feet for making wine or vinegar. 

The W.P. visited th big Fran- 
ciscan Church, in the middle of 


the village, where a magnificent 
religious service used to be per- 
formed by the Franciscan custo- 
dian of the Holy Places on the 
occasion of St. John the Baptist's 
feast, on June 24 of each year. By 
ancient tradition, it is believed* 
that this is the village of St. John 
the Baptist, the precursor of 
Jesus Christ, who Jived with his 
father Zacharia and his mother 
Elizabeth, maternal aunt of the 
virgin Mary. Again according to 
tradition, St. John was impris- 
oned by King Herod in a place 
not far from the village where the 
Franciscan Fathers had built a 
monastery known as A1 Habis 
(tbe prison). 

As a child, our W.P. recalls 
when his parents used to take him 
riding on a donkey to visit A1 
Habis on the eve of St. John’s 


feast and return the following day 
after attending a religious service. 
Also on St. John's celebration 
day, Palestinians from Jerusalem 
and elsewhere, and even foreign 
tourists, used to flock to the 
village to attend the religious 
services and join the procession 
led by the Franciscan custodian of 
the Holy Places. 

Our W.P. recalls Nabi Musa 
feasts, when young men of the 
village used to go to Jerusalem 
carrying tire village banner to 
participate in the Nabi Musa pro- 
cession formed of Jerusalem peo- 
ple and tbe neighbouring towns 
and villages. With full pageantry, 
the Nabi Musa procession hoist- 
ing banners and beating drums 
ami cymbals and singing national 
anthems, travels to the Nabi 
Musa shrine, situated between 


Jerusalem and Jericho. The inau- 
guration of this traditional cere- 
mony started during tbe time of 
Salah Eddin (known in the West 
as Saladin), the conqueror of 
Jerusalem in 1178 A.D. 

Our W.P. recalls all those past 
happy days and events with peat 
nostalgia. He knows that hun- 
dreds if not thousands of his. 
countrymen visited their ances- 
tral homeland and wished to stay 
there, but were not allowed to.: 
However, be tike all Palestinians, 
will never forget his roots and will 
always cherish the hope of return 
to his country. They will never 
cease struggling to achieve this 
end, as hope will always exist in 
the human heart, or, as the En- 
glish poet Pope says: “Hope 
springs eternal in the human 
breast.” 



JAKARTA 

Inch by inch we are covering the world 

Jakarta, a place where natural beauty and rich heritage blend 
together. Royal Jordanian invites you to experience the magic 
of Indonesia’s 13000 Islands. Effective from June 18, we will 
serve you with direct flights from Amman to Jakarta as per foe 
following schedule : 


Day 


Depart 


Arrive 


Amman 

Jakarta 


Thr. & Sun. 
Mon. & Fri. 


10 : 45 p.m. 
10 : 00 p.m. 


02:50 p.m. * 
06 : 00 a.ra. * 


* next day arrival 

For your comfort and convenience Royal Jordanian is 
expanding its route map yet to another Far Eastern destination, 
providing you with greater flexibility to onward connections. 

For more information and reservations please contact your travel agent 
or Royal Jordanian offices. 
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Tomorrow’s international standards, today . 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
• ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOfl-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 
jimun 
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Hie first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
|n Jordan . 

IsiCirdc, Jabal Amm near 
AhByyah Girls School ■ 

Open daily 12^-3:30 
p.m - 

6:30-Midnigbt 

T 0 Lt 3 $ 9 §S 


jf-- 

Sr ?vr u ,d r- 



CROWN 

1 INT’L EST. m 
H Packing, shipping, 1 
■ forwarding, storage, ■ 
h clearing, door-to-door S 
5 service g 



Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and) 
sale - furnished or unfur-1 
rrfshed. 

Also many kits of land aref 
available for sale. 

For further details, plea 
call 

lAbdonn Beall 


fToL 910605, 010000, 
Fax: 01 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 010214 

> Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight y 



STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


jummo photo 

30 % 


Prom malmrpo- 

20 x 30 cm 


Shmefeani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone; (04042 . 
Swefieb tel: 823891 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


SUM Ctoe* Chefs 

j Open tiMk# Jt MP-JJjjP 


. MRHqrk 

Wad Saqra Road ' 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

| T«L Waa, Amman 

Im# luted 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CAUL SOHA 
AT 


9 


00 


AQD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-! 


DAIfOTEL 

il*h|i|i= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P. 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROH JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED IN. 

TRAVEL -TOURISM 
PACKING -CARGO 


TeL 687586/624282 

FAX 962^6-610198 . 
-KhgHuasoto Street, Amman 



US CORE P® rat SUSE 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

& Kars Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 
R- Shoes repair * Engraving 
•ft Keys Service 

Ar Uphoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 021059, Fax 

828163 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

nm - ism &1&3Q- 23-30 

Tel: 03-314415 


International Cuisine\ 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 


For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 6/5060 ■ 61 5061 



HESTAURMT 

OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Serves A Variety American Food 


Enjoy our Fresh Delicious 
Take Avray is QroilsHe ! 
For Reservation Please 
' Call 678600 








Nightly At Hotel’s Bar 
Tel. 665121 
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U.S. soccer team will beat 
the crowds in Barcelona games 


BARCELONA (AP) — The 
U.S. Olympic soccer team ha$ 
found a way to avoid gridlock at 
this summer’s Barcelona games 
— play a day before opening 
ceremonies, and then leave town. 

The U.S. squad will kick off 
the summer Olympics with a July 
24 game against Itzriy. the first of 
four soccer matches on the day 
before the games officially open. 
All other sports begin July 26 or 
later. 

The other first-round matches 
for the Americans will be 200 
miles (320 kms) west in Zarago- 
za. The U.S. team will play 
Kuwait on July 27 and Poland on 
July 29 in the 43.000-seat La 
Romareda Stadium. 


A U.S. Soccer Federation offi- 
cial at Sunday’s draw for the 
Olympic soccer tournament said 
playing outside Barcelona will 
make life easier for relatives and 
friends of team members. 

“We have a lot of people who 
want to come with the team, and 
it’s impossible to get accom- 
modations here in Barcelona," 
said Sunil Guiati, chairman of the. 
federation's National Teams 
Committee. “So it’s good from a 
logistics standpoint." 

The U.S. and Italian teams 
were drawn into Group A of the 
16-nation soccer tournament, 
along with Poland and Kuwait. 

Group B includes Spain, Col- 


ombia, Egypt and Qatar. Group 
C consists of Sweden, Paraguay, 
Morocco and South Korea. 

Denmark, and Mexico are in 
Group D, with Australia and the 
Netherlands battling for the final 
spot. The Australian and Dutch 
teams tied 1-1 Sunday in Sydney 
and face another match this 
weekend in the Dutch city of 
Utrecht. 

Hie top two teams in each 
group will advance to quarterfin- 
als on Aug. 1-2, with semifinals 
on Aug. 5 and the final on Aug. 8 
in the 115,000-seat Camp Nou 
Stadium in Barcelona. 

The 16 finalists survived a qual- 
ifying tournament that began in 


August 1990 with 126 teams. 
Players must be younger than 23 
to (Hay in the Olympic soccer 
tournament. 

There will be 32 matches in the 
tournament, all in the evening, 
because of the summer heat and 
humidity. Some matches will start 
as late as 9:30 p.m. 

The U.S.-Italy match wilJ begin 
at 7 p.m. in Barcelona, but the 
exact site has not yet been 
selected. Manuel Fonseca, sports 
director for the Barcelona Olym- 
pic Organising Committee, said 
the game will be played in Camp 
Nou if advance ticket sales are 
good. If not. it will be held -a few 
blocks away at the 42,000-seat 
Sarria Stadium. 


Barcelona’s Cruyff is optimistic for European final 


BARCELONA (R) — Barcelona 
coach Johan Cruyff was in a 
buoyant mood about bis side's 
chances of finally winning the 
European Cup as the Spanish 
champions prepared to leave for 
London Monday. 

“We’re going to a party not a 
funeral,'’ said Dutchman Cruyff, 
who masterminded Barcelona’s 
victory over Wednesday’s oppo- 
nents. Italians Sampdoria, in the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup fin- 
: al three years ago. 

“There’s no reason for us to be 
afraid. We’re the only side in 
Europe wbo are still fighting for 
the league (tide) and die Euro- 
pean Cup," he said. 

“That’s got to go in our favour. 
Our football has been very spec- 
tacular, we’ve scored lots of goals 
and let in few so what have we got 
to be afraid of?" 

Barcelona beat Real Mallorca 
3-0 at the weekend to edge back 
into second place in the Spanish 
first division, two points behind 


leaders Real Madrid. 

But they can be erratic under 
pressure and memories of their 
previous European Cup final in 
1986 — when they went down to 
Steaua Bucharest — and last 
year’s poor performance in losing 
to Manchester United in the Cup 
Winners’ Cup final keep nagging 
doubts alive. 

Barcelona lost 3-2 to Benfica in 
their first European Cup final 
appearance n 1961. 

“The problem is the team has 
to give everything," Cruyff said. 

He said preparation had been 
thorough and dismissed specula- 
tion he would be forced to resign 
if Barcelona lost. “The result has 
nothing to do with my future. 
Getting to the final is already a 
success — no-one can say I'm a 
bad coach." 

Chairman Jose- Luis Nunez 
apparently agrees. “I'll renew 
Cruyff’s contract if he wants to 
stay with the dub," be said. 
Cruyff’s current contract runs on- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
• TANNAH H1RSCH 
eiS>< Trftune MM* Imm Inc. 


COUNT TOUR TRICKS 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* J 10 9 2 

V A Q 10 8 3 

0 9 2 

*6 3 

WEST EAST 

* Q ** 7 6 4 K 6 

?64 9K97.2- 

0J876 0 Q 6 4 

*442 *10 987 

SOUTH 

* A4 3 

O A K 10 3 

* A K Q 6 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 * Pass 3 0 Pass 

3 ? Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of * 

Some plays are so obvious that 
even the best of players can over- 
look them. On this deal from the 
recent European Bridge Champion- 
ships. we know of only one declarer 
at three no trump who found the 
simple way to nine tricks. 

South had a considerable prob- 
lem in choosing an opening bid. De- 
spite the tenuous heart stopper, we 
think the choice of two no trump 
- has much to recommend it The bid 


South West 
2 NT Pass 


is descriptive, and any other option 
cnuld have led to major problems 
later in the auction. 

There are seven last tricks, and 
an eighth is readily available in 
hearts. Most declarers seized the 
firat opportunity they had to run the 
jack of hearts, which obviously was 
allowed to hold the first trick. 
Flushed with success, most repeated 
the finesse and it was simply a ques- 
tion of whether or not the defenders 
erred later in the play. 

Britain’s John Armstrong was the 
one who spotted that a ninth trick 
could be won by force in spades. 
After winning the first trick in hand, 
declarer simply plays the ace of 
spades and another, losing to the 
king. When declarer regains the 
lead, the jack of hearts is run and, 
after it wins, declarer reverts to 
spades, conceding a trick to the 
queen. The ace of hearts is still on 
the table aa an entry to cash the 
good spade. In all, declarer takes 
two tricks in each major suit and the 
five obvious tricks in the minors. 

All it requires to uncover thu line 
is the ability to count to nine and 
the realization that spades must be 
started while there is’ still a heart 
entry to the board. The defe n ders 
are helpless. 
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The National Music Conservatmy/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


The American Center-Amman 


APPLE HILL CHAMBER PLAYERS 


Program will include pieces by SCHUBERT, 
FAURE and others 

Sunday, May 24 , 1992 - B: 00 pan 

Al Hassan Bln Tilal Autfltlorium 
University of Jordan 


Ticket,. JP 7, JO 5, JT) 3. are available at: 

- Safeway, Tel . 68531 1 

- Babiche, Tel . 661322 

- The Royal Cultural Center, Tel . 661026 

- The American Cultural Center, Tel . 641520 

- fhe National Music Conservatory , Tel . 687620 


til the end of June 1993. 

But nunez, interviewed on 
Catalan Television Sunday night; 
made foe surprise revelation that 
he was quitting. 

*Tve been chairman for 14 
years ... and I won’t be standing 
again,” he said. 

Meanwhile Sampdoria coach 
Vujadin Boskov believes his side 
will have foe edge on Barcelona 
in the European Cop final. 

“Compared with Berne, when 
we were in pieces (because of 
injuries), this time it is (Johan) 
Cruyff wbo has problems since he 
will have to replace a key player 
like (Guillermo) Amor,” Boskov 
said after a practice session. 

The wily Serb was thinking 
back to foe European Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup final in 1989 when 


Barcelona beat Sampdoria 2-0. 

Spanish international Amor 
will miss the final because of 
suspension, reducing Cruyffs 
midfield options. 

But Boskov, whose side fly to 
London Tuesday, said be did not 
expect Barcelona to play different- 
ly because of Amor’s absence. 

“They’ll play as they always 
do, strong in attack and midfield 
and a bit exposed in defence," be 
said. 

“there’s not much between us 
and it'll be a very evenly balan- 
ced game.” 

Boskov said be expected about 
30,000 Sampdoria fans at Wemb- 
ley, including about 3,000 from 
foie foe Italian community in Lon- 
don. 


Lemond adds domestic 
title to trophy case 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Greg 
Lemond added a rare domestic 
chapter to bis cycling legacy Sun- 
day, winning foe overall title in 
the Tour Du ponL 

The 30-year-old American was 
third in the 11th stage and final 
state — an individual time trial. 
He completed the 14-mile (22.5- 
kilometre) out-and-back course 
in foe capital district in 29 mi- 
nutes, 59 seconds to defeat 
Norwegian “Z” teammate Atle 
Kvalsvoll by 20 seconds and New 
Zealand’s Stephen Swart of 
Coors Light by 28 seconds. r 

“I was nervous, very nervoui,” 
Lemond said. “Fve always been 
one to question how good I am 
and I think I perform best when 
I'm underpressure. I need that to 
be at my best." 

Lemond, who claimed his first 
stage race title in bis native coun- 
try since 1985 and first victory 
since winning his third Tour De 
France title in 1990, earned 
$50,000 of the $200,000 purse. 

“I didn’t come here thinking I 
could win, I thought it would be 
Atie’s race,” said Lemond,. who 
several times had difficulty ad- 
justing gears on the bumpy, final- 
stage course. “I thought maybe I 
could win a stage, but as the race 
progressed I felt better and we 
won it as a team." 

Steve Hegg of the United 
States and foe Chevyrolet/L.A. 


Peanuts 



Sheriff team, won the stage in 
29:55, followed by Switzerland's 
beat Zberg of Helvetia in 29:57. 
Kvalsvoll, who began foe day. 13 
seconds behind Lemond, finished 
second overall for the third con- 
secutive year. 

“This year, it’s OK to finish 
second, because we are on the 
same team," said foe 28-year-old 
Kvalsvoll. ‘To lose to (Erik) 
Breukink on the last day is not so 
good, but I feel we won the race 
as one team.”. . 

Lemond entered the rape five 
pounds (2.5 kilogrammes) over 
his prime racing weight and 
doubted his climbing abilities. 
But after using cross-country 
skiing to cross-train last winter, 
be rode strongly throughout the 
race, becoming the first Amer- 
ican to win the most prestigious 
U.S. stage race. 

The 1,000-mile (1,600- 
kflometre) event, which began in 
1989 as the Tour De Trump, 
started May 7 hi Wilmington, 
Delaware, and progressed 
through Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and Virginia before Sunday's 

conclusion. 

Despite his uncertainty, 
Lemond regained the race lead 
for good when be finished 11th in 
the eighth and most mountainous 
stage last Thursday to Winter- 
green Resort in Virginia. 
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Iraq’s Al Karkh wins Al 
Dustour championship 

By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Iraqi first division titlebolders, Al Karkh, Sunday 
won the Al Dustour Basketball Championship title leaving Iraq’s 
Al Shuita dub to settle for second place as the championship, 
'organised on the occasion of Al Dustour newspaper’s 25th 
anniversary, came to end after a week of competition which 
included 20 matches among seven top ranked teams representing 
Lebanon, Iraq, Sudan and Jordan. 

Jordan’s Al Orfoodoxi finished third after they beat Al Ahli. 
100-86. This win gave Al Karkh foe tide, based on score 
difference, after they tied with Al Sburta and Al Orfoodoxi in foe 
overall standings. 1 

In another match Sunday, Al Markazi of Lebanon lost 111-83 
to Al Karkh, while Iraq's M Shurta were considered the winner in 
their scheduled match against the Sudanese national team which 
was not played because foe Sudanese team left for Khartoum to 
take part in a local championship. 

Jordan’s all-tiine rivals Al Orfoodoxi and Al Ahli dashed in the 
final match of the championship which was attended by Minister 
of Youth Saleh Iisheidat and a crowd of over 4,000 basketball 
fans. 

After Al Ahli was leading 6-5 Al Orfoodoxi took the lead at 
11-6 and continued to lead throughout foe match. Muntaser Abul 
Tayeb scored for Al Orfoodoxi in foe absence of Hilal Barakat 
and Jubran Jnbran, who along with other players boycotted their 
team's matches because of “certain differences with the coach.’’ 

Al Orfoodoxi widened foe gap to 27-18 before Al Ahli, who 
were missing Na^er Bushnaq and Yousef Zaghlonl due to injury, 
caught up at 27-24. Al Orfoodoxi again expanded the gap to 
42-56 and won foe first half 52-41. 

Al Orfoodoxi, led by Murad Rarafcat and Amjad Al Tanbour, 
led 61-48 and later 81-67 as Al Ahli failed to catch up and lost the 
match settling for fourth place after Al Orfoodoxi who finished 
third. 

Al Karkh’sThamer Mustafa was the championship’s top scorer. 
He was followed by Al Orfoodoxi Murad Barakat in second 
place, while WaHd Dimyati of Lebanon’s Al Riyadi finished third. 

FINAL STANDINGS 
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Al Keith 

6 5 

1 

598 

489 

13 

Al Sburta 

6 5 

1 

477 

449 

11 

Al Orthodox) 

6 5 

1 

566 

508 

11 

Al AhS 

6 3 

3 

492 

488 

9 

Al Marked 

6 2 

4 

468 

494 

8 

Al Rtyad 

6 1 

5 

5*7 

539 

7 

Al IhHwnw 

6 

6 

334 

465 
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SPORTS NEWS Hi BRIEF 


Brazil ties England 1-1 

WEMBLEY, England (AP) — Bebeto and David Platt scored 
and Gary Lineker missed a penalty as B razil tied En glan d 1-1 in a 
soccer exhibition match Sunday. Lineker, needing just one 
international goal to equal Bobby Chariton’s all-time Englan d 
record of 49. was fouled in foe 10th minute by goalkeeper Carlos 
but pushed tbe-penafty straight to the diving keeper. It was 
Lineker’s last game in England. He will play in. the June 
European Championships in Sweden foen^jbin Japanese .chib 
Grampus Eight. Bebeto capitalised on defender Gary Stevens’ 
mistake in the 25th minute to open the scoring. Stevens let a 
Brazilian pass ran on to the Vasco striker, who smashed it past 
keeper Chris Woods into the right band corner of foe net. David 
Platt, from Italian dub Bari, restored English pride in the 49th 
minute with a superb volley past Carlos from an attempted 
Bra zili a n clearance. 

Scotland holds on for 1-0 win over U.S. 

DENVER, Colorado (R) — Pat Nevin scored the lone goal early 
in foe match as Scotland held off foe United States to claim a 1-0 
victory in an international - soccer friendly Sunday. Scotland, in its 
first match of a North American tune-up tour for foe upcoming 
European Championships in Sweden, got on the scoreboard in 
foe seventh minute when Nevin beat U.S. goalkeeper Kasey 
Keller with an impressive tally. Nevin, who was activated only 
recently after an injury to captain Gordon Strachan, played a 
one-two with Brian McGair, then sprinted between two defen- 
ders and blasted a shot into foe top comer of the net from 20 
metres out. Both sides bad their scoring chancy after thar but foe 
high-altitude conditions at Denver’s aptly-named Mile High 
Stadium took its toll. 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 19, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Ftfghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Mood in Capmora trines Jupiter 
in Virgo dealing away anno y ing 
delays and obstacles that have 
made you feel that it is very hard to 
get anything done. - Analyze your 
financial circumstances. ■ 

ARIES? (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t try to get your attachment to 
go along with a plan of action that 
b important to yon untO evening 
when by being charmin g you can 
get complete support. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don’t attempt to build up more 
operative skills at your home as 
nothing following seems to work 
right bat tonight everything solves 
itself very wefl. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
find usually effective routine tasks 
you put in motion dining the day 
don’t work out as you wish but 
then tonight contfitioos break in 
your favor. . 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) You are apt to make a 
daytime mistake regarding a prop- 
erty matter so be cautious but 
tonight you see bow to increase the 
value of possessions. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider wdl your personal aims today 
and sidestep those which have too 
many problems connected with 
them but -tonight you see ways to 
gain the best of them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yon have a mountain of odds 
and ends to complete during the 


. daytime which is good because 
then {ought you can have a very 
happy and fun evening. 

LIB&A: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever yon love in mind to 
push others to help you gam some ! 
anticipated desire ts no good' dur- 
ing die day but tonight everything 
dears to your satisfaction. ' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider your public -posi- 
tion and bow you can subtly im- 
prove it without faxttere today then 
tonight you wffl be able to'go out 
on the town for a good time. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your new goals 
require a considerable amount of 
revision before you will be able to 
see the right way to make them 
operate which culminates in the 
evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A day when you can 
handle whatever problems have 
been dropped in your lap by your 
attachment then tonight you can 
reap b en e fits by ap p reciat i on from 
mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you have in mind 
with a perverse associ at e requires 
careful daytime h andling, then 
tonight you get the approval that 
please you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) TMnk about how you are going 
to perf or m whatever activities you 
have agreed to do and then you 
win be able to do them and have 
feelings of satisfaction tonight. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘I was really bored. ..so I rearranged 
the furniture * 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four onUray wonts. 


ASSOB 


RICHA 


YERSEG 


TEPLYN 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Thanks 

\ 

<23 


A SPOU&BKIS 
A PERSON WHO 
NEVER PAYS ANC? 
FINOS THAT — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


1 1 in i > 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DINER LAUGH REFUGE VESTRY 
Answer They used him as getaway man because he 
was this— A ■SAFE* DRIVER 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Dttflcuftto 
believe 

5 Cold cuts store 
9 Causing 

13 "Dies—- 

14 Pernicious 

15 — und Drang 

16 Lead comic 

18 Forum wear 

19 — Alamos 

20 Cubs, O-g. 

21 Overdone 

22 Appears 

24 Individualist 

25 Word with hat or 
hand 

26 Crystaftns 
mineral 

29 BuMing block 

32 Painter or 
ballerinas * 

33 Remain 

34 Learning 
handed dawn 

3SBiergy:ype 

36 Mongrels 

37 Macaw 

38 Mound 

39 Periodic 
celestial visitor 

40CaL erty 

42 Hyson 

43 Art category 

44 Straw hats 
46 Crowded 

49 Heidi country 

50 Court can 

51 Apia's country 

52 Gossip medium 
54 Dooziss 

, 55— -<iwarnp 
56 Sundance Kid's 



oi9K Don moa smm, me. 
M nghts RaMrind 


• Ml Feme* CE BEAUOfT 

PST arrows PHESEBEHWCE.ee 


57 interdicts 

58 Buddy or Max of 
boxing 

59 310. Bjq. 

DOWN 

1 Deed 

2 with a 
View" 

3 Backside 

4 Neighbor of 1 st. 

5 Refused 

6 Actress Linda 


7 Backyard dryer 

8 Stevedores' gp. 

9 Does 
penance 

10 Sweetmeat 

11 Of an age 

12 Mornings 
15 Positions 

17 Viewpoint 

24 On the up and 

up 

28 -Most , 

Happy—" 

27 Eng. river 

28 Musical mark 

29 Sfahefa word 

30 A Copperflald 

31 Groi^ifrom 


Yesterday's Pezzfe Solved: 


nnncin nnnn nnnn 
Rmmin mnnn annn 
nnano nnnn nnnn 
nnnunnrj nnnaoEm 
non nnnnnnnn 
nnnraniinn nnn 
□ritm nnnn nnnnn 
□no nnaGfiiBni nno 
Ronnn nnnn nn~n 
u ci ni antrunnnnr 
nnnnnnon non 
narnriBnn nnnnnnn 
SfiSS nnnn nnnnn 
Qnno nrnnn nnann 
annn nnnn nonno 


32 Fictional 
Lome 

35 Pitfall 

36 Paint layer 
38 Sen. Dole's 

state 


39 Stop- 

41 Domingo and 
Pavarotti 

42 Short coat 

44 Sword 

45 Choice part - 
48 Oscar cteta — 


47 Bo3 - 

48 Actor Andrews - 

49 Diva's forts' 

51 Biake Edwards 
fan 

52 Chew tho fat 

53 Dog's doc 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jo rtla n -.Times 

. in co-opcrntloit with 

Cairo Amman Ufmlt 


U_S. Dollar in International Markets 



NEWORK 


.. Currency 


urte lS^92 

Sterling l'uuttil w - 

1 .8235 

1.8258 

Deutsche Muifc 

* 1.5050 

7.6047 

SwLvs Franc 

1.4045 

• J .4730 

French Franc 

5.4035 


- Japanese Yen 

129.85 

129.68 

Knrnpnm Currmy Unit 

1.2765 

HHESSii 


Ipu r*r SfU 
* KiraffM' Ur**"* ** ":■* un, CMr 


Eurocurrency Interest Rates 


Oates 18/ 5/92 



I MTil 

3 MULS 

U^ryiEj 

i2 mtiis 


. 3.75 


3.93 ' 

4.37 

.•S lei linn Found 

9.87 

9. *7 

9.87 

£gjg| 


9.68 

9.75 

9.75 

■ 

Swim Franc . . 

9.12 

9.00 - 

8.87 

8.56 

French Franc 

9.8! 

9.8? 

9.8? 

-9.81 

Japanese Yen 

4.71 

4.72 

4.59 

4.59 

F.nrnpmn Currency Unit 

10.06 

10.06 

10.06 

9.93 


lm*iU>nli hhl rnlrr fur nmuM 


Precious Metals 


ramthaf. UJt, Unlbir IjDM^Nm cquinlcBL 

Onto: 78/5/92 



us two* 


Metal 

IISU/Ox 

JlWCJni 


338.45 



4.09 

0.90 


* 2i Korol- 


Currency 

Hid - 

Offer 

U-S. Dnllur 

0.S7f 

. -.0.079 

Sfcrliiiu i'oimil 

1.2362 

1.2424 

Drulstfic Mark 

0.4218 

SSKK33H 

Swiss Franc 

0.460? 

0.4624 

French Franc 


0.1263 

Japanese Yen* 


’ 0.5243 

1 hitch Guilder 

0.3747 

EiiSSiiiiP 

Sneilish Krona 

0.1171 

0.1177 

Italian Lira* 

0.0B61 

0.0564 

BHjpnii : Vauc 

0.02045 

0.02055 

® IVr le* 



Other Currencies 

Date: 1S/5/9Z 

Currency 

liid 

Offer 

Unliraini Dinar 

1.7620 

1.7680 

Jxfcmrse lira® 

0.04050 

0.0470 

Saadi. Ri>a! 

0. 1803 

0.1875 

Kinraili Dinar 

— 



ftrfari Riyaf 

0.7334 

0. 1840 




Omani Rijral 


1.7410 

tliVK Dirham 

0.1834 

0.1840 

Greek Drachma* 

0.3385 . 

0.3770 • 

Cvprint Fount! 

1.4S00 

1.5060 


~ frr tOO 


OVB Indices for Amman Financial Marhet" 


Index . 

16/5/92 Ouse 


QSlHi 

143.99 

143.83 


705.74 . • 

705.71 

Insurance .Sector 

’ 149.55 

150.85 

Industry Settlor 

197.94 

197.22 ’ 


181.81 

1S3.lt 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and setting rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bulhoa markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.8390/400 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1952/57 

Canadian dollar 

1 .5940/50 

Deutschemarks 

. 1.7950/60 

Dutch guilders - 

1.4700/10 

Swiss francs 

- 32.80/84 

Belgian francs 

5-3525/75 

French francs 

1201/1202 

Italian lire 

128.75/85 

Japanese yen 

5.7475/525 

Swedish crowns 

6.2270/320 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1580/630 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold $338.90 







Sudan adopts dinar as new currency 


KHARTOUM (R) — The Sudan 
government Monday announced 
the introduction of a new curren- 
cy which it said would help fight 
inflation and lower the cost of 
printing new banknotes. 

A1 Shaikh Sid Ahmad AI- 
Sbaikb, the governor of the cen- 
tral bank, the Bank of Sudan, 
said at a news conference Mon- 
day that the new currency, the 
dinar, would be worth 10 
Sudanese pounds. 

Accordingly a dollar would 
fetch about 10 dinars at today's 
rate of exchange. 

Mr. A1 Shaikh said the 


Sudanese pound will, however? 
continue to circulate alongside 
the new dinar for some time. 

“The Sudanese pound will be 
withdrawn naturally from cir- 
culation. Whenever any unfit 
notes reach the Bank of Sudan, 
they will be destroyed but they 
will not be withdrawn by law," 
Mr. A1 Shaikh said. 

A year ago Sudan's military 
leader Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir, ordered a cur- 
rency swap to stop hoarding of 
cash and to fight inflation. 

Mr. A1 Shaikh said one of the 
reasons the government intro- 


duced the dinar was to fight 
inflation. 

He said inflation had shot up 
following liberalisation measures 
ordered by the government in 
February, which included lifting 
price controls, removing sub- 
sidies on essential commodities 
and higher state spending. 

Inflation in Sutton is soaring 
towards 150 per cent a year, 
foreign experts say. 

Mr. A1 Shaikh said the govern- 
ment had decided to buy a press 
to print Sudan’s money, which is 
currently printed in Britain. 

“What we are doing is reduc- 


ing the cost of printing bank- 
notes," he said, adding that the 
cost of buying the printing press 
would be recovered within a year. 

The decision to print dinars 
instead of pounds was influenced 
by tslam, he said. The Islamic 
government had noted that the 
pound is a foreign name while the 
dinar is an Islamic and Arabic 
name. 

Mr. A1 Shaikh said the 50-dinar 
note would be introduced into 
circulation first and would be 
followed by notes of 25 dinars, 10 
diunars, 100 dinars and finally a 
one-dinar note. 


Kuwait to privatise its 77 petrol stations 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
decided to privatise petrol sta- 
tions, the first step m plans by the 
cash-strapped government to 
transfer some companies to the 
private sector. 

The cabinet said in a statement 
issued after a meeting on Sunday 
night that the petrol stations 
oould be transferred to indi- 
viduals as well as companies in 
the private sector. 

It said Oil Minister Hamoud 


Abdulla A1 Rooba was asked to 
draw np regulations to implement 
the measures in six months and 
ensure that levels of service and 
average prices are maintained. 

Kuwait’s 77 petrol stations are 
owned by the government's 
Kuwait National Petroleum Com- 
pany (KNPC). 


the government was in desperate 
need for cash. 


Kuwait’s economy has been 
suffering since it was invaded by 
Iraq in 1990 and economists say 


Since it was liberated 15 
months ago and without the be- 
nefit of its past massive oil re- 
venues, Kuwait has spent billions 
to compensate Gulf war allies, 
rebuild the economy and keep its 
small but disgruntled population 
happy. 

It was forced to borrow $5.5 
billion from commercial banks 


and has signed $5.5 billion worth 
of export credit guarantees with 
Western countries to help meet 
its post-war costs. 

Officials say the government 
was expected to announce in the 
next two weeks in the names of 
more government-held com- 
panies that would be privatised. 

The government is also pushing 
for the merger of its troubled 
banks and investment companies. 


Major German strike avoided 


BONN (R) — Germany was 
spared its second major strike in 
as' many weeks Monday when the 
key engineering industry reached 
a hard-fought wage compromise. 

Metalworkers in south-west 
Germany, the traditional trend- 
setters for the engineering indus- 
try, won a baste 5.4 per cent pay 
rise for 1992 after 20 hours of 
cliff-hanging negotiations. 

I.G. Metall, the country’s 
largest union, was expected to 
back the deal for all of its four 


million workers in western Ger- 
many, making it the model for 
other industries considering 
strike action. 


I.G. Metall Chairman Fnnz 
Steinkuehler said the agreement 
meant a controversial bid by em- 
ployers and Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s centre-right government 
to force low wage settlements this 
year had been “a complete fai- 
lure." 

Matthias Wissmann, economic 


policy spokesman for Mr. Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats, said the 
compromise was the absolute 
maximum the employers could 
give. 

“It is a great relief that this 
shadow of a strike in the metal 
industry has disappeared from 
German industry,” he said. 

The union had originally de- 
manded 9.5 per cent and had 
been offered 3.3 per cent by 
employers who said their profits 
were being squeezed by the worl- 


dwide recession. 

A similar 5.4 per cent agree- 
ment for west Germany’s public 
sector in early May end ed an 
Il-day strike by the OETV union 
which brought chaos to the trans- 
port system and left tonnes of 
garbage in the streets. * 


The engineering industry com- 
promise should now pacify union 
militants urging the OETV to 
press for more. The OETV will 
deride its next step on May 25. 


Gulf Air announces expansion 
and record $ 48 m net profit 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — war situation," he said. 
Bahrain-based Gulf Air said Gulf Air was expected to make 
Monday it made a record net another record profit in 1992 and 
1991 profit of 18 million dinars its expanision plans were in line 
($48 million) despite the Gulf war with predictions Middle East car- 
“and the airirae p)apn£d to ordeif. .triers , would experience_^growth 
six wiefe-body aircraft in l99^^p .well above the world average of 
growth^ »eilsj" 5-5 per cent during the next few 
President and chief executive' years, Mr. Assiyabi said. 


Salim Bin Ali Bin Naser Assiyabi 
told reporters the airline, would 
deride this year whether to order 
Airbus A-3 30*s Airbus A-340’s 
Boeing 777*s or McDounel Dong- 
las MD-ll’s. 

He said the purchase would be 
in addition to ambitious plans to 
invest a total of $1.7 billion over 
the next three years on 18 new 
aircraft, flights to 10 new destina- 
tions and more facilities and per- 
sonnel. 

“We feel that we are stable, we 
are progressing with our plans to 
expand and have eliminated the 


The airline planned to raise its 
paid-in capital from a current 64 
million dinars ($170 million) dur- 
ing 1992 or 1993 to attain a 
reasonable capital to debt ratio, 
he said. 

“I believe the governments of 
shareholder countries are careful- 
ly considering injection of capital 
as and when this is absolutely 
necessary — the increase will be 
in line with our balance sheet 
needs and we are confident it will 
happen he said. 

Gulf Air has not given details 
but bankers say most of its plan- 


ned $1.7 billion investment will 
be raised through borrowing. 

The airline has already bor- 
rowed hundreds of millions of 
dollars to help finance the purch- 
ase of 12 Airbus A-320’s and six 
bocing 76Ts scheduled for deliv- 
ery between 1992 and 1994. 

Mr. Assiyabi said the airline, 
which is now operating a fleet of 


30 aircraft, planned to sell its 
eight ageing Lockheed L-1011 
Tristars to help offset the cost of 
the six wide-body aircraft. 

Mr. Assiyiabi announced that 
the airline, which has not pub- 
lished results for 1990 or 1991, 
made a net loss of 28 million 
dinars ($74 million) during 1990 
due to loss of business after Iraq's 
August invasion of Kuwait. 


FRANKFURT — German shares strode to a 10-week high, 
cheered by news that a potentially crippling strike by metal 
workers had been avoided. The DAX blue-chip shares index 
ended 3436 higher at 1,758.43. 


ZURICH — Swiss share prices ended a moderately active session 
tinner, hut off their peaks. The All-Share SPI Index dosed up 6.9 
at 1302.0. 


LONDON — The FTSE 100 Index climbed sharply to dose 
se veral points above the 2,700 level, powered by a strong advance 
in FTSE futures. The FTSE 100 dosed up 21.0 at 2,703.6. 


PARIS — News of the German pay deal tugged French share 
prices up to the levels they held before the Paris bourse’s abrupt 
selkrff late last week. The CAC-40 Index ended 27.69 up at 
2,051.64 


NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips roared to a new session high in 
late morning, fuelled by strength among foreign shares after their 
Friday selloff on concern at Olympia York’s Sing for bankruptcy 
protection. The Dow was about 27 higher at 3380. 


Gnciha 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


r Cinema ‘ - Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Vandam .... in 

BLOOD SPORT 




Al Pacino ... in 


Shows: 130, 6:15, 830, 10:30 p.m. 


^y^ hows: 12i 


1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 p.m. 




Nabfl Al Mashini Theatre 




Cinema 


Tel: 625155' 


Nabil & Hisham 
in person acting In the play • 

“Ahlaii- New Wdrld Order” 

Tickets at: JD 2, JD 3 & JD5 * “ 

Daily al 8:30 pm Extra shew on Wednesday 430 p.m. 



CROCODILE DUNDEE “2” 


Shows: 3:30. 6 JO, 830. 10J0 p'.m. 



Economists say sanctions 
spell disaster for Serbia 


BELGRADE (R) — Serbia 
needs additional funding of up to 
$4 billion and a Western decision 
to impose further sanctions 
against it would be disastrous, 
leading economists have said. 

“Even without any further 
Western sanctions, we are going 
to reach the critical point in Ser- 
bia in just two to three months’ 
time when massive social dis- 
orders could spill into the 
streets." Toma Popovic. director 
of the Belgrade-based Yugoslav 
Institute for Economic Sciences, 
told Reuters. 

“To counter the disorder, the 
authorities could resort to a poli- 
tical model similar to Latin 
American juntas," be said. 

Serbia and its ally Montenegro 
face possible economic sanctions 
on top of diplomatic isolation for 
their involvement in the war in 
Bosnia- Herzegovina. 

Belgrade authorities deny any 
involvement in Bosnia and insist 
they are keen on a peaceful solu- 
tion to the conflict. 

The European Community's 
current president, Portugal, last 
Thursday denied a British news- 
paper report that EC foreign 
ministers had agreed to freeze all 
Serbia’s assets abroad, but said 
such a move was not ruled out. 

“In order to curb rampant 
hyperinflation and prevent the 
collapse of Yugoslav economy. 


we are in dire need of between $2 
billion and $4 billion in foreign 
loans," Mr. Popovic said. 

Serbia's economy, struck hard 
by the wars in Croatia and Bosnia 
and the collapse of the Yugoslav 
market, is reeling. 

Its monthly inflation rate has 
peaked at 100 per cent in April, 
annual production output has 
dropped by 25 per cent and the 
standard of living by 200 per cent 
over the last quarter in 1991, 
Belgrade newspaper said. 

Asked to comment on the pos- 
sibility of a Western financial 
blockade of Serbia, Mr. Popovic 
said: “Any additional sanctions 
would gravely affect Serbia's 
citizens who are economically, 
physically, psychologically, 
morally exhausted.” 

“Already 30 per cent of them 
are living below the subsistence 
level, according to the World 
Bank standards," be pointed out. 

Dusan Vlatkovic, governor of 
the Yugoslav National Bank 
(NBY) said: “If the Western 
countries were to decide (to 
freeze Yugoslav assets abroad), 
something I personally do not 
believe in, I think the decision 
would be irrational and without 
precedent." 

Yugoslavia has $2.7 billion 
abroad, of which $2 billion be- 
long to NBY and the balance to 
commercial banks. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Nissan- Sky-line, 1985 model, FM-AM stereo cassette, air- 


conditioned. excellent condition. Duty unpaid. 

If interested call Rajpal 637028 (Office) 827305 (Home) 


Furnished Villa 
For Rent 

Alia Housing Estate/ Marj Al-Hamam 

Call tel.: 661064 



The Goethe - Institut Amman 


The lecture which was scheduled for Tuesday 19, 
May 92 entitled ((The Work of the German 
Protestant Institute for Archaeology of the Holy 
Land)) 

by Susanne Kemer, will be postponed for a later 
date. 
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Qadhafi urges 
Libyans to decide 
their own market 
economy 


TRIPOLI. Libya (AP) — In a 
shift away from socialist prac- 
tices, Colonel Muammar Qadhafi 
urged Libya's people Sunday to 
devise their own market economy 
including building houses for sale 
for the first time. 

Over the past three years, the 
Libyan leader has steered away 
from strictly socialist policies, 
having his People's Congress de- 
bating forums allow private 
shops, businesses and small fac- 
tories. He said in setting the 
agenda for the current round of 
congresses that economic and 
financial changes would be priori- 
ties. 

Colonel Qadhafi's new propos- 
als came at a surprise appearance 
in a basic -People's Congress, one 
of 1,500 across Libya at the 
lowest rung of bis complicated 
parliamentary process. 

At Sunday's session, a mem- 
ber suggested that the Pan Am 
case be discussed, but others 
stressed domestic issues like 
housing. Key issues Colonel 
Qadhafi has pressed are cutting 
back on free public health ser- 
vices and reactivating the banking 
sector. 

Banks are state-owned, but to 
encourage savings the govern- 
ment plans to allow private banks 
and provide new protections for 
savings accounts. 

A major oil exploring country, 
Libya has seen a drop in its 
income since 1988 due to a world 
oil glut and global recession. Its 
economy is 99 per cent dependent 
on petroleum. 

“Every Libyan has the right to 
build a house and sell it,” Colonel 
Qadhafi told members of a con- 
gress in Tripoli's Andalus suburb. 
IBs remarks were broadcast live 
on the state-run television. 

“In the past, this was against 
our policies. But now we must 
solve a housing crisis,” he said. 
“You can also rent your houses. 
Any Libyan can invest his money 
in different ways." 

- “He can build and sell; Will. 



Muammar Qadhafi 


you accept that or not?” be 
asked. He repeated to about 300 
people in the quiet ball that the 
Libyan people are free to decide. 

Colonel Qadhafi who entered 
the hall to loud cheers and ap- 
plause, stayed almost one hour, 
forcing the session to continue 
beyond the usual closing time at 
sundown prayers. 

“You have’ tried different sys- 
tems for 40 years: The pre- 
revolution period of poverty and 
corruption, then after the revolu- 
tion when everything was banned 
and there were no goods, no 
housing,'' he said. “Now we are 
switching. You have the experi- 
ence and the liberty to decide 
what you want. If there are 
goods, there will be some ex- 
ploitation. You must decide. ” 

Some diplomats say Colonel 
Qadhafi incessant stressing that 
the People's Congress have pow- 
er in Libya is to distance the 
leader from any decision to sur- 
render the Pan Am suspects. He 
says the men are innocent and 
cannot constitutionally be turned 
over. 

Sunday's session also discussed 
a proposal to sec up a health 
insurance system in which Li- 
byans would pay fees for medical 
care according to income. Chil- 
dren, pregnant women and the 
elderly would be exempt from the 


insurance-payment system. 
Medical services and medicines 


now are provided without charge. 


Czechoslovaks begin 
bidding for shares 
in privatised companies 


T 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslova- 
kia's massive voucher privatisa- 
tion scheme, designed to turn 
thousands of state companies 
over to private hands, got under 
way in earnest on Monday as 
investors began registering bids 
for shares. 

Citizens who have opted to 
invest their vouchers directly 
rather than through one of some 
480 privatisation investment 
funds had almost 1,500 com- 
panies to select from during the 
first wave. 

“We’ve had some 200 people 
coming in so far to place their 
vouchers," a clerk at Prague's 
General Post Office said a few 
hours after registration began. 

Post offices accept and register 
the bids by June 8. They will 
inform the bidders of the out- 
come by the end of June. 

Rounds have been devised to 
establish progressively the mar- 
ket price of shares of companies 
worth some 300 billion crowns 
($10 billion). 

As some 8.5 million people 


have registered for the first wave, 
each participant's voucher book 
of 1.000 investment points 
obtained for a registration foe 
equalling $35 is theoretically 
worth some 35,000 crowns 
($1,200). : 

As a starting point, 100 poults 
have been set to equal thfoe 
shares, but the real “price" or 
number of points, will depend on 
actual supply and demand. ! 

If the demand for a particular r 
equity exceeds the demand by 
less than 25 per cent, orders for 
shares placed by investment 
funds will be reduced to satisfy 
small investors first. 

More than one half of all -the 
participants have already opt£d 
to entrust their vouchers to t&e 
funds, which will do the bidding 
for them and later manage thoir 
shares. 


In case of low demand, inves- 
tors stand to acquire a lot of stoak 
quite cheaply, but whether tfaSy 
can make the company econonp- 
cally viable remains to be seen. 


HYUNDAI 2.4i SONATA 
For Sale 

Automatic, power steering, 4 way stereo. White with grey- 
upholstery. Private car of diplomat, tax unpaid. Built 1989,’ 
38,000km. Full service record. 

Telephone Michael Phillips on 823100 Ext, 211/212’ 
(office hours) or 813605 (residence). 
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NEEDED 


SALES AND MARKETING SECRETARY 
Applicants must have: 

- Excellent command of English Language, 
office skills and computer knowledge. 

- Shorthand is an asset. 

Apply in person at Personnel Office, 
Amman Marriott Hotel. 
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Harriott 
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8 World News 


Thai troops clear protesters 
after violent clashes kill 8 

Pro-democracy leader arrested 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, MAY 19, 1992 


BANGKOK (AP) — Troops 
moved in Monday and arrested 
scores of die-hard protesters, in- 
cluding their leader, after a night 
of bloody dashes with thousands 
of people demanding the pro- 
military prime minister’s ouster. 

Faced with the largest and 
bloodiest anti -establishment pro- 
test since 1976, the government 
of Prime Minister Suchinda Krap- 
rayoou declared a state of 
emergency in the capital area just 
after midnight, then used force 
decisively. 

At least eight people were kil- 
led and 250 injured in the unrest, 
l wording to authorities and hos- 
pitals. 

At dawn, security forces fired 
on the pro-democracy demon- 
strators in an attempt to dear 
them from the downtown thor- 
oughfare where they were mak- 
ing their stand. 

On Monday afternoon, they 
stormed the avenue firing into the 
air, and succeeded. 

On national television, Gen. 
Suchinda said “the government 
bad no choice but to use force" 
because protesters ; had been 
headed toward government 
buildings. 

The protesters say they want 
Gen. Suchinda, a former army 
chief, to step down because he 
was not elected. Mr. Suchinda 
spearheaded a military coup last 
year and had promised not to 
take over as prime minister. 

Troops fired thousands of 
rounds into the air with their 
rifles Monday afternoon to dis- 
perse the several thousand de- 
monstrators who had remained at 
barbed-wire barricades on Ra- 
jdamnem Avenue. 

Reporters saw them beat and 
kick surrendering demonstrators. 


People dove to the ground and 
fled into side streets as armoured 
personnel carriers rolled in. 

At about 3:30 p.m. (0830 
GMT), reporters saw soldiers 
handcuff and take away char- 
ismatic pro-democracy leader 
Chamlong Srimuang. Chamlong 
had been in a van parked in front 
of the barricades, and told repor- 
ters the demonstrators would 
make "no compromise at all” in 


not shoot anyone. 

American photographer Ira 
Chapman said that at the height 
of the violence he saw a man in 
civilian dothes emerge from 8 
police fee, draw a pistol and fee five 
shots, which struck two protes- 
ters. 

Gen. Bunchon said security 
forces opened fire after being 


their demand for Gen. Sucfainda’s- provoked by some protesters 


ouster. 

Later, soldiers forced about 
200 demonstrators near the barri- 
cades to lay on their stomach es 
on the ground. They herded 
them, hands tied behind their 
backs, into army trucks and 
buses. 

The demonstrators defiantly 
sang the national anthem. 

Reporters witnessed hundreds 
of other arrests on side streets, 
where several thousand defiant 
demonstrators remained Monday 
evening. They jeered at the 
troops, and an old man yelled at 
them through a loudspeaker. 
Some people held Thai flags and 
portraits of the revered king and 
queen. 

Maj. Gen. Thitipong Jetn- 
miwat told reporters before he 
afternoon action that troops had 
killed five people in the unrest, 
including a foreign .journalist 
whom he did not identify. 

Eight hospitals contacted said 
three people were killed and 250 
admitted with injuries. But wit- 
nesses reported seing others kil- 
led with some bodies being taken 
away in army trucks. 

A total of 58 soldiers and 
policemen were injured, some 
shot by protesters, said Col. Bun- 
chon Chawansin, the assistant 
secretary of the army. 


The state of emergency allows 
authorities to conduct dawn-to- 
dusk searches, detain suspected 
of being a threat to national 
security and ban unauthorised 
gathering. 

In October 1976, students pro- 
testing the return from exile of 
military dictators were attacked 
by police and mobs on the Tham- 
masat University campus, which 
adjoins the field where Sunday’s 
rally began. 

Authorities said 41 people died 
and more than 100 wounded in 
the 1976 episode, which ended in 
a military coup. 

Thailand’s economic boom has 
since created a middle class that 
has broadened the interest in 
democracy and become in- 
creasingly fed up with military 
interference in politics. 

'Virtually all sectors of society 
— students, academics, profes- 
sionals, poor workers, popular 
entertainers and soda! and com- 
munity leaders — have been in- 
volved m die anti-Suchinda pro- 
tests. 

Many were drawn to the streets 
by the example of Mr. Chamlong, 
who has a reputation for incor- 
ruptibility in the scandal-ridden 
landscape of Thai politics. 

Sunday's protest began peace- 
fully in the early evening in a 


Azerbaijan accuses Armenia 
of opening new front in fighting 


BAKU. Azerbaijan (R) — Azer- 
baijan accused Armenia Monday 
of stepping up their bloody unde- 
clared war by invading an Azeri 
enclave dose to the Turkish bor- 
der. 

lire Azeri Defence Ministry 
and the Popular Front which took 
power in Baku last week said Arme- 
nian forces had attacked the town 
of Sadarak in northwestern 
Nakhichevan, Azeri territory 
wedged between Armenia, Iran 
and Turkey. 

"After bombarding the area 
with artillery, the Armenians 
attacked with armoured vehi- 
cles," Popular Front spokesman 
Oktoi Gasimov said. “There was a 
lot of destruction. Two people 
were killed and 35 wounded. 
Battles are still going on." 

The Armenian Defence Minis. 
try denied that Armenian forces 
were engaged in fighting in 
Nakhichevan. 

“The Defence Ministry has no. 
information of this kind on events' 
in Nakhicevan," Deputy Defence 
Minister Andranik Khocharyan 
said by telephone from the Arme- 
nian capital Yerevan. 

■ “Armenian Armed Forces are 
not taking part in any clashes in 
that area." 

Earlier, the Turkish Anatolian 
News Agency quoted Geidar 
Aliyev, the leader of Nakhiche- 
van, as saying Armenian forces 
were carrying out a "massacre" in 
Sadarak. 

"Armenian fighters have en- 


tered Sadarak. Many of our 
citizens died. Houses collapsed. 
Armenian forces and Azeri mili- 
tia are now clashing in Sadarak. If 
these dashes are not stopped, 
Sadarak will fall to Armenians.” 
Aliyev said. 

Sporadic Azeri-Armenian 
dashes have been reported re- 
cently in Nakhichevan, but fight- 
ing between the two former 
Soviet republics has been concen- 
trated in and around the disputed 
territory!, of Nagorno-Karabakh . 

More than 1,500 people have 
been lolled in four years of fight- 
ing over the endave, which is 
populated mainly by Armenians 
but administered by Azerbaijan. 
Armenia enjoys full military con- 
trol after a string of recent victor- 
ies. 

Russian Television said Mon- 
day 10 people were killed and 20 
wounded in new fighting in the 
endave. Combat helicopters had 
launched over 200 rockets, the 
television said, quoting reports 
from Yerevan. 

The Azeri Defence Ministry 
said Armenian forces were poised 
to take the key town of Lachin 
just outside Nagorno-Karabakh. 
This would open a corridor from 
Armenia to the endave. 

"The situation is extremely 
serious... Fighting is going on in 
the town itself," Defence Minis- 
try spokesman Azad Isa-Zade 
told reporters. “In a few hours 
the fete of Lachin will be clear." 


The number of Azeri defenders 
in the town had shrank from 
1,000 to about 500 and they were 
heavily outnumbered by Arme- 
nian fighters, he said. 

Armenian officials tiemexi their 
forces were fighting around 
Ladrin, saying that Kurds in the 
region were fighting Azeri forces 
in an attempt to win local auton- 
omy. 

“If anyone takes Lachin, it 
most be the Kurds," an aide to 
presidential security adviser 
Ashot Manachu yan said by tele- 
phone from Yerevan. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Armenian sources as 
saying a first road convoy car- 
rying Armenian wounded home 
from Nagorno-Karabakh had 
already passed through the 
Ladrin region, but had avoided 
the town of Larfiwi itself. 

The convoy would then return 
to Karabakh carrying food and 
medicine, it said. 

Recent defeats in Nagorno- 
Karabakh have triggered violent 
political unrest in Azerbaijan, 
where President Ayaz Mutalibov 
was overthrown last week and the 
Popular Front said it had taken 
power. 

Parliament was due to debate 
the crisis in an extraordinary ses- 
sion starting Monday. Front sup- 
porters were bolding a fourth day 
of demonstrations in front of the 
building to celebrate the fell of 
Mr. fyfata&bov* whose whereab- 
outs are unknown. 


Mr. Chamlong said the demon- large public field adjacent Bang- 
stra to rs were unarmed and did . kok's famed Buddhist temples. 


U.S. congressman calls for on-site 
nuclear inspections in N. Korea 


SEOUL (AP) — Two U.S. offi- 
cials say “intrusive" inspections 
of nuclear sites — including any 
hidden underground — are key to 
resolving worries over whether 
North Korea is developing nuc- 
lear arms. 

Rep. Stephen J. Solarz and 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of de- 
fence James Li I ley said in a 
broadcast taped last week and 
televised in Seoul Monday that 
inspections by the International 
Atomic Energy Agnecy (AEA) 
are not enough. 


“We know from our experi- 
ence tn Iraq that IAEA inspec- 
tions are very limited in what they 
can achieve," Mr. Lilley told SBS 
television. Inter-Korean inspec- 
tions would allow for a two- 
pronged approach, he said. 

He said “challenge, intrusive 
inspections dial go. on with the 
IAEA inspection" were a key 
element to disclosing a fuller pic- 
ture. The idea would be that each 
Korea could name a certain site 
to inspect and the other side 
would have to accept, even on 
short notice. 


Intelligence reports indicate 
North Korea soon may be cap- 
able of producing weapons-grade 
plutonium for nuclear arms. A 
visit to North Korea last week by 
Hans Blix, director general of the 
IAEA, did little to alleviate wor- 
ries in Sooth Korea. 

Mr. Blix said North Korea is 
building a nuclear reprocessing 
plant at Yongbyon and has pro- 
duced plutonium at the site as 
part of atomic energy experi- 
ments. He said IAEA inspections 
would be made soon. 


OAS ministers tighten squeeze on Haiti 


NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — The 
hemisphere’s foreign ministers 
agreed Sunday to tighten the 
economic and diplomatic squeeze 
on Haiti, where a military-backed 
government has defied their call 
to reinstate President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. 

The ministers from the Orga- 
nisation of American States 
(OAS) also planned some sanc- 
tions against Peru, but put off a 
decision when President Alberto 
Fujimori said he would go to 
Nassau to plead his case personal- 
ty- 

Mr. Fujimori dissolved con- 
gress and established one-man 


rule with military backing on meeting, said Mr. Fujimori’s de- 
April 6, saying it was necessary to cision to come personalty showed 
combat terrorism, drug traffick- the influence of efforts by the 


ing and corruption. 

“I want to explain directly the 
objectives of my government and 
its immediate plans,” Mr. Fu- 
jimori said Sunday. 

Also Sunday, he shortened his 
previous 12-mOnth timetable to 
return to democracy, proposing 
elections in six months for an 
80-member constituent assembly 
that would determine what con- 
stitutional reforms are needed. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 


OAS. 

The special one-day foreign 
ministers’ gathering preceded the 
regular OAS assembly. It under- 
scored their concern with recent 
coups or attempted coups and 
others setbacks to democracy in 
traditionally unstable Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

In the case of Haiti, the foreign 
ministers agreed that intensifying 
sanctions was needed to force the 
impoverished country's military- 


Tbe d e mon s trators then marched 
along Rajdanmem Avenue to- 
ward government house — Gen. 
Sucfainda’s office — about two 
kilometres away. 

They tore down a barbed- 
wire barricade set up by police 
and soldiers at a bridge about 
halfway along the route. 

Fire trucks sprayed them, but 
tire- demonstrators refused to re- 
treat. Some hurled ' metal pipes 
and bottles at the soldiers. 

Soldiers threw the objects bade 
at the demonstrators and heat 
them with sticks. The violence 
escalated as demonstratros set 
bonfires and hutled Molotov 
cocktails at the security forces. 
They set vehicles ablaze, burned 
down a police station and ram- 
paged through the streets. 

The police smashed wind- 
shields and civilian vehicles. 

Security forces then fled the 
area, abandoning it to the violent 
minority of demonstrators, who 
drove around in police cars and 
fire trucks before setting them 
on fire. 

Just before dawn, soldiers 
armed with M-16s and backed by 
four armoured vehides then tried 
cleared part of Rajdamnera Ave- 
nue, firing several hundred 
rounds at two different times. 

Japan urged Thailand Monday 
to restore order quickly after » 
anti-government protests. 

“We hope that order will be 
quickly restored,” government 
spokesman Koidn Kato told re- 
porters. 

“Political stability in Thailand 
is extremely important for the 
stability of South East Asia, and 
therefore we are concerned," 
Kato said. 


Ecuadoreans 
oust ruling 
party in 
elections 

QUITO, Ecuador (r) — 
Ecuado r’s ruling Social Democra- 
tic Party, widely blamed for an 
aiHng economy, was ousted in 
general elections Sunday by right- 
ist parties promising a healthier 
future with ffee-market policies. 

However the conservative Re- 
publican Unity Party and Social 
Christian Party were unable to 
musteT enough support to avert a 
nm-off »ote on July 5, acconfiag to 
exit polls by television stations. 

The government of President 
Rodrigo Boija conceded defeat 
almost three hours after polls 
dosed and the two main opposi- 
tion lead er s claimed victory. 

“We have won and the country 
has p roaoo ac ed itself in favour of 
our proposal,” Republican Unity 
leader Sixto Duran B alien told 
repor te rs. 

Interior Minister Cesar Verdu- 
ga said, “we have a challenge 
ahead and our party, the main 
centre-life force, must repair this 
setback.” 



Kazakhstan says Russian 
nuclear arms could stay 

MOSCOW (R) — Kazakh Prcsi- of some 17 million is evenly di- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev vided between Kazakhs and 


hinted Monday that Kazakhstan Slavs, 
may let Russia base nuclear mis- the col 
ales on hs snL last D 

"Rubais now our military and Naza 


Gen. Fidel Ramos 

Ramos 
predicts 
victory in 

Philippine 

elections 

MANILA (R) — Former De- 
fence Chief Fidel Ramos Monday 
predicted his victory in the tightly 
fought Philippine presidential 
elections while rival Tmeida Mar- 
cos warned of turmoil if he che- 
ated his way to power. < ■ 

Fiery presidential candidate 
Miriam Santiago urged students 
to join her planned nationwide 
series of “people power" demon- 
strations against vote fraud, 
accusing Gen. Ramos of master- 
minding a campaign to cheat her 
out of victory. 

“I will call on 10 million stu- 
dents to join me in this crusade,” 
said Mrs. Santiago who has cam- 
paigned on an anti-corruption 
platform. “University students 
will never accept a president who 
won by cheating." 

Former first lady Imelda Mar- 


Kazakhstan. 


proved itself attractive for foreign 


cos, who has also complained contra prosecutors are trying to 
about systematic cheating in the P«*iade two key former cabinet 


defence and for deployment of 

nuclear missiles will be decided m contrart with most 

(by Russia and Kazakhstan) on «-Sowet republics, 

mutually advantageous gromtos.” «n not gomg to ask the 

7 ^ United States or President 

The former Soviet nuclear George Bush anything except to 
arsenal of nearly 30,000 atomic encourage U.S. firms to come 
weapons was spread over the fbnr and do business on mutually 
republics of Russia, Ukraine, advant age ous terms,” he said. 
Kazakhs and Bala™. Relation, between Kazakh- 

Nazarbayev said his five-day stan, the second largest by area of 
visit to the United States aimed to the 15 former Soviet republics, 
strengthen bilateral political and and the United States have been 
economic relations. “Kazakhstan overshadowed by doubts about 
looks upon itself as part of the the fixture of nuclear missiles 
bridge where east meet west,” he deployed in the republic, 
said. But the country pledged Suo- 

Kfly-akhstan, whose population day to rid itself of nuclear arms. 


Iran-contra prosecutors 
turn attention to Reagan 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Iran- order to avoid felony indict- 
contra prosecutors are trying to meats. 


May 11 polls, urged President 
Corazon Aquino" to defuse the 
political timebomb that is build- 
ing up into a tinderbox situa- 
tion.” 

Defence Secretary Renato De 
Villa said the country was mainly 
calm and anti-election fraud ral- 
lies would not erupt into a street 
revolution or army coup. 

“It is beginning to calm down 
and the people are beginning to 
look at it more objectively and 
with greater sobriety than im- 
mediately after the election.” ‘ 

Gen. Ramos, who has Mrs. 
Aquino’s backing, denied at a 
news conference he was cheating 
his way to the presidency. 

"Why should we be involved in 
any monkey business when we 
are leading anyway ... we already 
have, in my view, pretty good 
chances of winning,” he said. 

“We are not commenting any- 
more (on charges of cheating) at 
the presidential level because we 
must act presidential at this 
stage,” Gen. Ramos said. 

The former defence chief wide- 
ned bis lead over Mis. Santiago 
Monday to more than 225,000 
votes in the officially-sanctioned 
Media Citizens’ Quick Count' 
(MCQC) with just over one- 
quarter of the estimated 25 mil- 
lion votes counted. 

Gen. Ramos had 1.57 million 
votes to Mrs. Santiago’s 135 

million. 


members to cooperate in investi- 


“Mr. Weinberger will not 
(dead guilty to anything because 


gating former President Ronald be is not gnfity of anything,” Mr. 
Reagan’s involvement in a possi- Bennett said. Lloyd Cutler, one 


ble coverup of a 1985 arms ship- 
ments to Iran, sources dose to 
the probe said Sunday. 

But lawyers for former De- 


of Mr. Shultz's lawyers, said 
through a secretary last week that 
be would have no comment on 
the matter. Mr. Shultz has said he 


fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- is a subject in the investigation, 
ger and former Secretary of State meaning his actions fall within the 


George Shultz told prosecutors 
that their clients have no informa- 
tion suggesting a coverup invofv- 


scope of a grand jury probe. 

Mr. Reagan’s lawyer. Theo- 
dore Olson, said late last week 


ing Mr. Reagan or anyone else, that he has cooperated with va- 
said the sources, speaking on nous document requests from 


condition, of. anonymity. 

. The Washington. Post reported 
Sunday that Mr. Weinberger has 
been told he might face felony 
charges in the scandal unless he 


Mr. Walsh's office, but has not 
heard from Mr. Walsh's offioe 
recently. 

The focus of the prosecutors’ 


proves evidence they believe he «teptio n rec ordin g to the 


has against Mr. Reagan. 

“I can’t comment on that”, re- 
port, said Mary Belcher, a 


sources: Who knew, and how 
orach did they know, about the 
most legally troublesome of all 


spokeswoman for the office’ of. 

in dependent counsel Lawrence toaste d delivery of 18 Hawk anti- 


Walsh, who has been investigat- 
ing the scandal for the past SVz 
years. 

A federal grand jury investigat- 
ing Iran-contra went out of busi- 
ness last week, but Mr. Walsh 
conld go to any atting grand jury 
if he decided to seek indictments. 


aircraft missiles from Israel to 
Iran in November 1985. 

Mr. Reagan has given several- 
different accounts of bow much 
he knew about the November 
1985 Hawks shipment. 

The sources say prosecutors 
have examined notes from key 


Mr. Weinberger’s lawyer. White House meetings attended 
Robert Bennett, refused to say by Mr. Reagan, then- Vice Presi- 
wbether his client bad been dent George Bush, Mr. Weinber- 
offered any kind of a deal in ger, Mr. Shultz and White House 
exchange for testimony against Chief of Staff Don Regan in late 
the former presklent. Seven peo- ; November 1986 when the public 
pie have pleaded guilty to lesser furor erupted over the secret Iran 
crimes in the Iran-contra affair m arms sales. 


Bush confident despite Perot push in polls 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush says the 
"dearly recovering" economy 
leaves him confident of winning 
re-election despite polls that 
show billionaire Ross Perot puU- 
ing ahead of both Mr. Bush and 
Mr. Bifi Clinton. 

Mr. Bush conceded in an inter- 
view published Sunday that Mr. 
Perot “has captured the imagina- 
tion of a lot of people" with bis 
incipient third-party run for the 
White House. 

“He’ll do it his way, and HI do 
it mine,” Mr. Bush told the Dal- 
las Morning News. “If 11 all be. 
evened out when everybody has 
to say what be’s for, what he’s 
against.” 

Mr. Bush returned to the 
White House Sunday evening af- 
ter a weekend spent extolling 
family values and economic 
opportunity to’ graduates of the 
University of Notre Dame and 
Southern Methodist University 
(SMU), and listening to please 
for help from leaders of Pitt- 
sburgh's oldest black neighbour- 
hood. 

A new Time magazme-Cable 
News Network poll put more 
wind in Mr. Perot's sails, placing 
fixe Dallas businessman ahead of 
Mr. Bush, 33 per cent to 28 per 
cent, with Democrat Clinton in 
thud with 24 pm cent It had a 33 
point margin of error. A compan- 
ion survey found Mr. Bash's 
approval rating has sunk to a low 
of 37 per cent. 

■ White House spokesman Mar- 


clearly recovering,” said Mr. 
Bush. 

Mr. Bush, after a frenzy of 
activity in the past week intended, 
to show concern for America’s 
urban poor in the wake of the Los 
Angeles riots, sounded bedrock 
conservative themes at the Notre 
Dame and SMU graduations. 

“If America is to solve her 
social problems, we must first of 
all restore our families," he said 
in South Bend, Indiana, Sunday. 
Hie American family is "under 
siege” from divorce, abortion, 
teen pregnancy and violent 
deaths, he said. 

In Los Angeles and other scar- 
red cities, he said, “government 
alone cannot do what needs to be 
done." 

• Mr. Perot, not yet a declared 
U.S. presidential candidate, said 
in an interview televised Sunday 
that his success in wooing voters 
comes from the public's frustra- 
tion with Washington politics and 
not his personal appeal. 

“It has nothing to do with me,” 
Mr. Perot said in the interview 
with C-SPAN, a public affairs 
cable television network, con- 
ducted Thursday and broadcast 
Sunday. 

“It has everything to do with 
this country and the concerns of 
the people in this country.” 

“Fm just the catalyst that gave 
these people an outlet for their 
concerns," be said. V 

Mr. Perot said be was ahead of 
Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton in 


then. defence spending into invest- 

Meanwbile Jerry Brown’s ments in robotics, bio- 
faltering U.S. presidential cam- technology, env iron mental clcan- 
paigo received a small boost Sun- up and development of high- 
day when be edged out likely speed raO systems, 
democratic nominee Bin Clinton The Arkansas governor, with-' 
in the selection ©! Maine’s dele- out naming likely indepen den t 
gates to the national convention, candidate Perot by name, said 
Maine Democrats meeting at that voters have grown weary of 
their state convention elected both parties over the past decade, 
mne delegates for Mr. Brown and “What all these surveys show 
six for Mr. Clinton. Paul Tson- today is nothing more or less than 
gas, a former senator who is not a- profound disillusionment with 
actively campaigning for the potties,” said Mr. Clinton, who 
nomination, received five dele- has collected more than 80 per 
gates, and three delegates were cent of the delegates needed for 
elected as uncommitted. the Democratic nomination but is 

In addition, eight delegates of ^Pfigping hard in advance of 
the 31-member slate were elected 8 J ? ne 2 primary, 

to represent the state party’s n»e American people, having 
leadership, which is not yet voted * or 12 y®a« ft* divided 
pledged to any presidential candi- S ovcnUl ® n *» a Democratic Con- 

date. gress and a Republican president, 

Mr. Brown’s victory was ex- 5 a ^^°! ? , ded ^ cd <*** hate 

pected after he beat Mr. Tsongas 

and Mr. Clinton in February P™ 100 the San Diego activ- 
presidential caucuses during ^ 

which representatives to the state And “ Democrats de- 
convention were *® rve some of the blame, since 

The Democratic nominee, who ®ey "ent along with Republican 
will be selected at the party’s increased the de- 
convention in July, is expected to deregulated the savings- 



Slavs, gained independence with 
the collapse of the Soviet Union 
last December. 

Nazarbayev visits Washington 


political ally,” be told r eport ers hard on the heels of Ukrainian 
m Moscow before leaving for President Leonid Kravchuk, 
Washington on a , visit to bmkl another key member of the new 
political and econ o mic ties with Commonwealth of Independent 
the United Stales. States (OS). 

Mr. Nazarbayev said Kazakh- ¥*521* SS 

stan, a vast rnTneral-rkh state 

bordering Russia, China and the the ST^T agre«mcnt on reduc- 
Ceutral Asian republics, would ^ n -fed sSxSd 

sign foe nodear non-proliferation 

treaty and hand orer to Russia tbe r fonner SovKt Vm ^ 
the atomic weapons currently 7®“' 

based on its soil. Mr. Nazarbayev said hs coun- 

But he indicated dial Russian try, whose natural resources m- 
uudear missiles might remain in dude oil; gas and coal, had 


at 90 per cent and 37 per according to polls, without even 
cent. In the end I think people declaring himself a candidate yet. 


Lawrence Eagleburger, head of backed leadership to restore 
the U.S. delegation at the OAS elected rule. 


will remember why he was at 90 
per cent and why he’s been a 
good president.” 

“It’s a very different ballgame. 
My confidence is predicated on 
the fact ... I think the economy is 


Mr. Perot said he did not know 
when he would make an 
announcement about his political 
plans. But he said it probably mil 
not be on his birthday, June 27, 
because of speculation it will be 


face Republican President 
George Bush in the general elec- 
tion in November. 

Mr. Clinton has said his sup- 
porters have a sales job to do with 
Americans soured-on politicians 
and must convince disgr untled 
voters that the Democratic Party 
has always been reform-minded, 

“Let’s go out and tell the 
American people the Democrats 
can be for political reform. We’ll 
change what we’ve done wrong, 
too,” Mr. Ctmtou said, delivering 
the keynote address Sunday 
evening at a dinner for Democra- 
tic activists. 

On Monday, he planned to 
campaign on foe need to convert 


and-joan inefostry. While “Re- 


consckrnablc perks and expanded* 
their staffs, so has the Congress,” 
he said. 

“So people say maybe what we 
need is no party. Maybe what we 
need is somebody that never had 
anything to do with any of this," 
Mr. CfintOD said. “We’ve got to 
tell the American people that the 
Democratic Party has always 
been an instrument of change.” 

“A lot of people say, ‘I don’t 
want to vote for that guy Clinton 
— he’s just another politician,’" 
Mr. Clinton said later, at a jazz 
party fund-raiser that featured a 
spectacular fireworks display 
over the ocean.' 


Duchess of York 
oversees move Into 
newhome 

WINDSOR, England (R) — The 
Duchess of York left the lavish , ;/•=' 

mansion she shared with her 1ms- 
band the Duke of York to super- r 
vise her move into a less grand 
borne. The Duchess appeared in 
public with Queen Elizabeth’s 
second son Prince Andrew Satur- ‘".J"' 
day for the first tune since Buck- 
ingham Palace announced on 
March 19 that lawyers bad started 
negotiations to end their six-year- 
old marriage- But at the same 
time removal men were packing 
trunks belonging to the flame- 
haired duchess, known as Fetgie 
after her maiden name Sarah 
Ferguson, to prepare for her 
move out of their marital home at 
Sunninghill Park. Feigie and her 
two children Princess Beatrice, 
and Princess Eugenie have only r - .? 
moved a few kilometres down the 
road to a house whose last occu- 
pant was a Nigrian chief. A Buck- j. : . 
ingham Palace spokesman re- 
fused to confirm that Fergie bad 
agreed to take a 12-month lease 
on the six-bedroom bouse winch 
has a swimming pool, a sauna and 
tennis courts. The two little prin- 
cesses, who are fifth and axth'in 
line to the British throne, were Sj 
quickly playing around the 
grounds of their new home akmg L 
with their mother and their pet' 
dog. 

Japanese parents 
bemoan children’s 
work schedule 

TOKYO (R) — More than 50 per 
cent of parents in Japanthmk 
their children ar too busy rtndy- 
ing for exams and don’t have . 
enough leisure time, according to ^ - 
the results of a survey released 
Monday. Some 3,000 parents 
were questioned in the survey 
organised by the prime immsteT's 
office. Among parents of male v . 
children, 54 per cent said they " 
wanted their sons to finish Uni- 
versity while 33 per cent said they 
would leave the decision up to 
their children. But only 23 per 
cent, of parents of female children 
wanted their daughters to go qb 1 
touniveisity . It was the first such 
survey conducted by the govern- 
ment. - ^re- 

shuffle crew sought rs r c- 
heavenly help in 
rescue 


HOUSTON (R) — Astronauts 
from the space shuttle Endeavour 
admitted Sunday that the task of • 
capturing an elusive satellite was : 
so daunting that they asked for 
heavenly help. The seven 
crewmembers made their com- : 
ments at a welcoming ceremony 
attended by reveral hundred well- 
wishers when they flew back here 
from Edwards Air Force Base in 
California where they landed 
Saturday after a nine-day flight. 
“There were a few tense mo- 
ments where we all sat down 
quietly to ourselves and said, 
OK, if only this works out, I 
promise HI go to church every . 
Sunday.” pilot Kevin Chilton told . 
the crowd at Ellington Air Base 
near the Johnson Space Centre, 
the space agency NASA’s centre 
for manned spaceflight. Mr. Chil- \ 
ton was referring to the difficul- 
ties encountered in trying to cap- ' 
tore a satellite that had been . 
stranded in low orbit for two * 
years. The crew was forced to 
make three spacewalks, instead - 
of the planned one, to complete 
the job. In the end, three of the • 
astronauts — Pierre Thuot, Ride ' 
Hieb and Tom Akers — went '- 
outside the shuttle to grab the 
8,900-pound (4,000) spacecraft ' ■ 
from the sky with their gloved 
hands. 

Giant fungus In 
Washington dwarfs 
rival in Michigan 

SEATTLE (AP) — Scientists say 
a fungus in southwestern • 
Washington state, which dwarfs - 
blue Wales and giant sequoia : 
trees, could be the world’s largest 
living thing. The 1,500 acre ; .- v 
(607.5-hectare) growth of Armil- 
laria Ostoyac near Mount Adams 'J* 
is 40 times bigger than a cele- x», 
brated 38-acre ( 15.4 hectare) ' 
AnmUaria Buibosa in Mfctigan. 
“We have the claim to fam e as 
having the world’s largest-known 
organism,” said Ken Russell, a s 
forest pathologist at Washing- 
ton's Department of Natural Re- 
sources. It mighi be even bigger if . : 
wrt for 20 yeare of efforts by the state 
and Champion International, 
a timber company, to eradicate 
the tree stumps the fungus ? - 
favours. Mr. Rnssefl and Teny 
Shaw, a forest pathologist at the - - 
U.S. Forest Service Rocky 
Mountain Experiment Station in 
Fort Collins, Colorado, have stu- 

ilin rl 4 La - - - - TIT < - ' . # 


for two decades. Mr. Shaw est 
mates it’s 400 to 1,000 years ok 



